Tun 
WONDERFUL CONVERSION 
TO CHRISTIANITY 

oF 


SOLOMON DUITSCH. 


A SHORT Accourr. 
OF THE 
WONDERFUL CONVERSION 
TO CHRISTIANITY 

- 75 + 
SOLOMON DUITS CH,. 
Lately a learned Rabbin and Teacher of ſeveral | 

Synagogues, 
' EXTRACTED FROM THE ORIGINAL 


PUBLISHED IN THE DUTCH LANGUAGB 
BY HIMSELF, 


AND TN ERSFD TD, 
; WITH 
'A PREFACE AND ans. 
| r 
REVEREND MR. B URGM ANN. 
| Miniſter of the Proteſtant Lutheran Chapel 
in the Savoy. 


Now firſt tranſlated into ExcLrsm. 


— 8 


1 
— — 


LOND ON, 

Printed for J. WILXIE, at No. 71. in St. Paul's Church- 

Yard; and T. DuxnAu, in Cockſpur- Street, 
Charing-Croſs, DLX xi. 


a 


. 


— 
- 
— 
4 * 
* * 
. 
* 
* 
* 
* * 
* 
6 * 
* 
4 i 
« * 
* * 
. 
oo 
6 + 
5 * ? 
* 
. 
5 . 
* 
. 
% 
_ - 
ith | be 
e 4 
= * 


* 


0 


— ct = EE ET ES — — , wn —— . beg 


_—_— — 


F R E F A C E. 


N theſe few ſireets are ebntaitted 
the moſt remarkable cireumſtanees 

of the wonderful dralings of Got 
with Chriftian Bolamon Hugs, lately 
1 zealotis Jeu, but now à true 
Criſiun. I became acquainted with 
him on my late travels, 2s fellow 
ated miſſtonary of the Jewib. oriental 
Inflitute at Half, and have in reality 
Wund hit not only a very ex- 
perieneed teacher in Nabbinitul and 
Talnimiiſd leathin g, but alſo an ear- 
II 3 neſt 
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PREFACE. 


neſt and dili = ſearcher for the 


Taving truth : Wherefore I have 


been greatly moved to praiſe Gop, 
as I met him again ſome time after 
quite unexpectedly, as a true and 
ſincere follower of CHRIST and his 
boly goſpel. He did himſelf publiſh 
at firſt, his life in the Dutch lan- 
as under the title of, 66 The 


nderful Dealings of Gop, with 
i | a blind Guide of the blind, in ways 


% and paths which he did not know ; 
« Containing his Call from Tudaiſm 
« fo. the Light, which in the fulneſs 
« of time came into the world, After 
« a fix Years wandering in the Wil 
= dernefs' of this Warld. Mritten by 


6 CHRIST! AN 


P RE F A C E. 
„ CHRISTIAN SOLOMON DorTsCH,... : 
« Jate a Rabbin of the Jews, and. 
« at preſent, by the grace of Gon, 
« a Member of the Reformed Church.” 
This. account of the author was ſoon 


after tranſlated into the German 


tongue; but as it is extended to 
a great length, particularly by the 


interſperſed accounts of the doctrine 
of the preſent Judaiſin, and, for that 
reaſon, might come but into very 
few hands, I have, by the particular 
deſire of ſeveral friends, made this 
ſhort extract from the original Dutch, 
edition, and publiſhed it for general 
edification. 'This narrative ought to 
be conſidered, in fact, as a clear 
2 | and 


PREFACE. 

and evident proof, Kow cryngh the 
unn of Gop n Hat mb Sinner fhulf 
br" E dur that al flouth br ſaved 


by ne bibwRdge of Huth; am how 


otter fully Br know, to faror theft 
many Wärdering ſheep of the Bom 
- of Mul, Weds got be giihe# Wil, 
if tke life and desde of ſo may 
cliiflives,, BY nume and te only; 
offence to them. FHuhineſs Sims 
Ame houſe, G Eo for cur. 
Pf. xetii. But, who will believe” u. 
that we are the figlt Hot of thi 
Lokb, if our fe and ackens ate 
| quite contrary to that àüd thiofe of 
1 0 4 Jzsvs 


PREFACE 
raus CHRIS, No we nat infact 
enge the flatkneſs and unbeſief 
=ight ſhine before cem, to he praise 
of athe Rather in benen and of aur 
Saviour \F68uS of Nangneth, O af 
the city of Gop amongſt us Was 
; I rightly built, if fair, hope, and 
5 I charity, were of the right fort in 
„os, what bleſſed an effect would als 
have upon the Jews! yJeovs de- 
ſerveth it truly, that we ſhould 
beſtow more charity upon his brethren 
fer the fle. 


a 
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x | 

x May the all-merciful Gop lay 
. 
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a bleſſing upon theſe few ſheets, 
4 WED | and 


PREFACE 

(: and may he have children born to 
his glorified Son JESUS CnAIsT, 
out of his formerly ſo beloved people 
"of Tfrael, like the dew in the 
morning. To his Name be the ghbry, 
praiſe and honour, for ever and ever! 


"LonDoN,. Dec. 21, 
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J. G. BURGMANN, 
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Oo F 
CHRISTIAN SOLOMON DUITSCH. 


COME all ye that fear God, and I will declare 
what he has done to my foul! So did the royal 
Pſalmiſt exhort us in the Ixvi. Pſalm, and in like 

manner may I alſo cry out, with him: Come all 
ye Chriftians, who fear the Lord, I Twill in truth 
declare unto you, the wonderful and miraculous 

 nvays of God's providence with me, 'wwho, drawing 
me out of darkneſs, has brought me to that marvellous 
light, which in the fulneſs of time came into the 

world to enlighten all men; I ſay ME, who was 
a blind leader of the blind ; but whom the Lord, out 
of his infinite mercy, and by incomprehenſible ways, 

W and through many Troubles and adverſities, bas © 

N, brought to that light, which now revives my foul. 

CHRISTIAN SOLOMON 
DUTTSC H was born at Temeſtwar, in 
Hungary, in the year 1734, after the Chri-. 


ſtian æra. I had juſt entered into the fifth year 


'* B of 


happy ſtate of matrimony. 


1 | 
of my aye, when my father died ; after whoſe 
deceaſe, I was to be brought up in the religion 
of my fathers, and according to the cuſtom of 
the Jewiſh nation; In the year 1747; I took 


my vows upon myſelf, and thereby made the 


profeſſion of my faith. Having a great inclina- 
tion for learning, I went to Prague, the capital 
of Bohemia, where there is eſtabliſhed one of 
the moſt iNuftrious Jewih Academies, Here 1 
finiſhed my ſtudies in the ſpace of ſeven years, 
being then twenty years old; and returned to 
my mother-country : where ſoon after I married 
a young woman, by name Tentild, daughter of 
that wealthy Few, Solomon Cohen, at Nyſgatel, 
on the river Vang; who, according to the 
Fewwih opinion of piety, bore an unblemiſhed 
character, and under whoſe roof I lived in the 
Being exceed- 
ingly fond of the Talmud, I commonly ſtaid in 
my ſtudy till after midnight: though at that 
time my views were not turned towards ſearch- 
ing for the truth, and improving myſelf in the 


doctrine of truth, as endeavouring to know God 


in his eſſence and attributes; no! on the con- 
: g trary, 


18 1 1 
trary, I muſt own it to my ſhame, that if any 
body had put the queſtion to me, NM hat is Ged? 
I ſhould have been at a loſs intirely what to an- 
ſwer. I was ſo weak as to think; that I might gan 
heaven by devoting myſelf to the reading of the 
Talmud. For though I had the ſacred Scriptures 
in my ſtudy, I did not fo much as once look 
into them: they remained as a myſtery to me. 
SUCH was the miſerable ſituation of my ſpiri- 
tual ſtate ; and in that I continued tolive for the 


ſpace of ſix years ; though I thought and eſteemed 
e to be a God-fearing and pious man. 


Tur firſt i means, by which the eternal Wer 


| God choſe more effectually to work upon my 
heart, was, the deceaſe of my dearly beloved wife, 


who died ſuddenly, on April 5th, 1760, leaving 
me a diſconſolate widower, and a daughter 
named Eſther, ſix months old. This ſudden 
death cauſed ſtrange and uncommon emotions 
in my breaſt, inſomuch that I often broke out 
into this ſoliloquy : „ See here, Salimon, this is 
« the ſad condition of mankind, that. in the 
ec midſt of their worldly happineſs, they muſt . | 


B 2 | c depart 


141 
«« depart from their beſt and deareſt friends, 
<<, their father, their mother, their brothers and 


e ſiſters, their huſbands and children, and re- 


te turn to their mother-earth; in like manner, 
<« muſt thou thyſelf, one day, depart this life; 
yet doſt not know when this diſmal and 


44 fearful day will approach, any more than 


« thy dearly beloved wife did expect, this morn- 
6 ing, her approaching diſſolution.” 


Tu 24th of Fuly 1760, on the preſſing 


ſollicitation of my father-in-law, I entered a 


ſecond time into wedlock, He gave me his ſecond 
daughter, named Sara, with whom I alſo lived 
very comfortably. I continued in my ſtudies as 
before; and improved ſo much thereby, that the 
chief Rabbin of Moravia ſent me a moſt excellent 
certificate of my learning, and granted me the title 
and dignity of an eminent teacher of the Jews, 


IT happened on the 1oth of November 1761, 
that I read in a certain book, a ſerious warning 
to all mankind, that none ſhould put off bis repentance 
and work of ſalvation to another day. Which ſtruck 


mw 
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my heart with inexpreſſible fear and terror „ 
even ſeemed to me, as if ſomebody at a diſtance 

was calling unto me, with adiſtinct voice, Ariſe out 

of darkneſs. I began to ponder upon theſe words 

in my heart; but as I flattered myſelf in the vain 

imagination of my heart, that I was a righteous 

and pious man, who walked in the light, and was 
noways in darkneſs, I could not comprehend their 

meaning, Studying the night of the following 

day again in the Talmud, a great fear and terror 

ſeized me afreſh, with the ſame call as before, Ariſe: 
out of darkneſs ! I again ſeriouſly conſidered theſe 

words within myſelf; but I ſtill could not com- 
prehend their meaning : therefore I endeavoured 

to diſpel my melancholy thoughts by ſeveral. 
ſorts of diverſion, though my heart was all the 
time-inwardly plagued and tormented, 


In this manner I purpoſely ſtrove to expel 
| the divine call out of my heart. O Lord! 
how immenſely great is thy patience and long- 
ſuffering, with ſtubbo. n and obſtinate ſinners 


Tux next night J heard that remarkable call 
a third time; and, in the midſt of my reading, I 


$4: ſeemed 


— — — — — 


feemed to hear diſtinctly the ſame words calling 


6 * 


to me, Ariſe out of darkneſs, And in this night 
the Lord diſcovered to me the true ſituation of 


my ſoul, and what a curſed ſinner I was in his 


ſight, unworthy to live, and deſerving death and 


puniſhment. A cold ſweat covered my face, and 


Ifelt, as it were, the agonies of death. The world 
ſeemed now too conſined for me; yea, I deſired 
every inſtant, that the earth would open her mouth 
and ſwallow me up like Korab and his r. bellious 
crew. I ſighed and cried for comfort, but I could 
find none; for the Scripture was a myſtery to 
me, Yet in this perplexity I put on a reſolu- 
tion to mend my life, to repent of my fins, toi 


chaſtiſe my body by wearing a ſackcloth made 


of hair next my ſkin, and largely to contribute 
alms to the poor, In theſe acts of penance and 
mortification, I continued from November the 
12th 1761, to the 6th of May 1762, And 
though I expected by theſe means to find ſome 


comfort to my ſoul, all was in vain; and the 


anxiety of my ſpirit increaſed,' daily, more and 
more. The Jews, who by this time were made 
acquainted with my auſterity of life, paid me 

| the 


C7 1 


the reſpect given to a meritorious ſaint, This 
increaſed the troubles of my mind to ſuch. a 


degree, that one day 1 was conſtrained to de- 


clare myſelf publickly in the ſynagogue, to be a 
moſt wretched finner. For which I was after- 
wards ridiculed and deſpiſed by them “. 


On the 6th of May, when I was reading in 
the rae and met with the ene paliage 3 
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* Some readers may, . at the foregoing 
ſingular narrative by the authar be ſurprized, and 


conſider his call and its conſequence, as an effect of 
adiſtempered brain, and therefore be doubtful of the 
veracity of his account: but he, who will repreſent 
himfelf in the condition of this very man, (who had 
not only been educated in the prejudices of Judaiſm, | 
but alſo did live amidſt the darkneſs of Popery) the 
ſame will certainly avoid, by the like raſh judgment, 
to put himſelf in danger to deſpiſe the operation of 
the Holy Ghoſt. He will rather in meekneſs admite 
the infinite mercy of God, who often pleaſeth to uſe 
extraordinary means to call ſinners from perdition. 
Should another delay his converſion and amendment, 
in expectation of the like extraordinary calling, ſuch 
a one would make himſelf. guilty of ' tempting the 
Lord, who has laid before us in his word the right, 
eaſy, and uren Way to ſalvation. 


B 4 «© Rabbi 


BE 
« Rabbi Inuni confeſſed on his death-bed, and 
| * ſaid: He did not know whether he ſhould be 
* ſaved or damned! Theſe words raiſed an 


inexpteſſible fear in my ſoul for my future ſtate ; 
as I'was not only utterly doubtful concerning 


my ſalvation, but alſo even had hell and damna- 
tion continually before my eyes. I threw myſelf 
with tears, on the ground, in fervent prayer : 
and lo! the Eternal Father of mercy vouchſafed 
to ſtretch out his hands of mercy to my ſoul ; it 


appearing to me, as if the following words were 
ſounded into my ears : Alas poor inner! all thy 
good works, thy faſting, waſhing, and chaſiifements 
can profit thee nothing. No; thou muſt come to 
Cbrift the crucified. He is the only way to ſalva- 
| tion, and without him there is none ather, Theſe 
words were ſo lively impreſſed into my heart, 
that had any body at this moment, put a naked 
ſword to my breaſt, and threatened me with im- 
mediate death, if I would believe in Chriſt, 1 
would with thg greateſt joy have- choſen death 


on that condition; though I could then give no 


account or reaſon of my faith is Chriſt, 
In 


yy we” y 


* 

Is this ſituation of my heart J laid down to 
reſt ; but I was hardly gone to ſleep, when all 
my body began to tremble and ſhake ; my hair 
ſtood an end ; and it ſeemed to me, in a dream, 
as if my room was enlightened, clearer than by 
the ſun at noon-day, But I was not able to 
look on this light; ſeized, as it were, with the 
pangs of death. At the ſame time I heard a voice 
ſaying: Solomon ! Solomon ! my - ſon! fear not ! 
Thy enemies will perſecute thee with all their might; 
but fear not ! I am with thee. Next morning 
being awake from my ſleep, IL felt my body 
weakened to the laſt degree, and my heart ſunk 
with the deepeſt ſorrow. Certainly the words 
to ſeek ſalvation alone and ſolely in Chrift Feſus, 
were deeply impreſſed in my mind ; but in 


— 


+ Rem. 2. Having but ſome days ago, read the 
Rev. Dr. P. DoppRIDOE's prafical diſcourſes on 
Regeneration, with particular edification, a re- 
markable paſſage in the 170th page is ſtill preſent 
to my mind, Such condeſcenſion of the 
Divine grace to ſinners, ſhould certainly be con- 
ſidered and admired in humbleneſs of mind. God 
is greater than man : why diſt thou flirive againſt 


him ? For he gives no account of any of his matters, 
Job xxxiii. 13. 


B 5 What 


10 J 
what manner I ſhould proceed and ſeek my fal- 
vation in him, this remained a myſtery to me. 
I therefore retired into- my cloſet, and on my 
knees implored the help and direction of the 
Father of all mereies. But Satan laid ſnares 
for my ſoul, and tempted me with the following 
wicked thoughts: Alas! Mat art thou about to 
da? Wilt thou believe in CuRIS T the crucified, 


who tod fo ſcorned, deſpiſed, and ſpitefully treated by 


thy forefathers ® Alas J it is all the devil's work, 
who is ſeeking to deſtroy thy ſoul ! TV hore is thy 
reaſon? If Jesus had been the true MEss1As, 


the learned Fetus would in his days have received 


him as ſuch. Wilt thou bring this ſhame and 
diſhonour upon them and thy righteous forefathers ? 
With theſe thoughts did Satan torture and yex 
my diſconſolate ſoul; ſo that I did not know 
what to do, or what reſolution to take; and, 
at firſt, I really thought thoſe ſnares to bea 
divine check upon my ſoul. But the Loxp 
revived the former words ſo powerfully within 
my ſoul, that Satan was forced to withdraw 
with his temptations. 


UPpoN 


ta 

_ Uyox this my wife, who had heard my weep- 
ing and grieving, entered my cloſet, with the 
child in her arms, and addreſſed me in the 
following words: OO my dear | why weepeſt 
« thou? What does fo grievouſly affect thy 
« heart? Thou art quite conſumed with grief, 
« and almoſt no more reſembling a human 
c being. This is the ready way to bring bodily 
« ſickneſs upon thyſelf, and at laſt loſe thy 
« ſenſes; fo that thou wilt be a ſhame and 
te reproach: to me and my family. Are not thy 
« brethren the Jews, in the right to ſeorn and 
« deride thee ? Where is thy reaſon, in forfeit- 
« ing thy honour and good name fo fooliſhly ? 
The greateſt part of them lay the blame upon 
« me, for my indulging thee fo much in thy 
« ſtudies, and not raiſing thy ſpirits by taking 
« a walk, and playing at cards, or going to 
© muſical entertainments with thee. But alas 
“e they little know how often I have in vain 
© endcavoured to divert thee from melancholy 
thoughts. Pray think on me, and have pity 
© on this innocent babe in my arms. Why 
« wilt thou ſo defignedly and for mere traſh 
1 &« and 


121 


N nd idle ſtories bring thyſelf to utter de- 


«© ſtruction? Thou waſt pious and religious 
„ enough, when my ſiſter was living.“ 


TuzsE words were like a thunder- ſtroke to 
my ears, and penetrating my ſoul, I interrupted 
her, ſaying, with tears in my eyes: Why 
wilt thou plague my heart with ſuch talk? 
] am the greateſt of all ſinners! I can ſay no 
% more, We muſt enter into a new road, if 
© we would come out of darkneſs. God has 
** borne with our infirmities until this day, 
© with great patience z but if we continue ſtil} 
„ in darkneſs, hell muſt be our portion for 
« eternity: yea, it opens its mouth already to 


„ ſwallow us up.” I could not proceed farther, 


for my heart was broken, and all my thoughts - 
were employed to find out, by what means I 
might come to CHR1sT, and to find relief for 
my ſoul. 


Bur my wife was ſubtile, and cunning, and 
ſerpent-like, ſhe left me without any further 
anſwer, and ſecretly went with the child to her 


parents, 


1.1 

parents, reporting to them, what had paſſed 
between us. And from that hour ſhe remained 
with them; ſo that I could have no further 
converſation with her, The Rabbines and 
elders aſſembled, and unanimouſly agreed to blot 
or ſtrike my name out from amongſt the living, 
meaning their communion, They compelled 
me not only to write a letter of divorce to my 
wife, but they alſo excommunicated me from 
their community ; ſo that no Jew durſt thence- 
forward have any intercourſe whatſoever with 
me. | 


BziNG thus forſaken by my wife, child, re- 
lations, and even my ſervants, I ſaw nothing 5 
elſe but death and certain deſtruction before me. 
Moreover, my circumſtances could not fail of 
being ſoon expoſed to the Roman Catholicks. 
Thus it came to paſs that, amongſt others, three 
Romiſh prieſts came to viſit me, and ſpoke in 


the kindeſt terms to me. In going away one of 
them bid me to be of good comfort, and ſaid, that 
he had already addreſſed his prayers, in my behalf, to 


the mother of GoD. But, on my aſking him in- 
| nocently, 


5 14 ] 
nocently, wha that mother of Gon war? he 
grew angry, probably imagining, that I deſpiſed 
the mother of our Saviour, though at that time 
I could not have the leaſt knowledge of her. 
Nevertheleſs he recovered his temper, and parted 
from- me with many comfortable words ; and 
CHEN to get me my child again. 


A not eee 0 
lic magiſtrate entered my father- in- law's houſe, 
took the child forcibly from him, and delivered 
her to me. Upon this all the town, particularly 
the Jews, were in an uproar, and aſſembled in 
great numbers; but were diſperſed by the Ro- 
man catholic party. My joy at the fight of my 


child was 'exceedingly great: but it was of 


Mort duration, for Satan took hold of this 
opportunity to tempt me with the following re- 
pteſentations. O Solomon, what art thou about 
to do? Hww canft. thou preſume to believe in 
«CurisT the crucified, and bring this infant to 
defiruftion ® Was, thy purpoſe agreeable to Gop, 
thou worldft not lead ſuch a hife of ſorrow ; but on 
the contrary, enjoy _ in thy foul. Thou art | 


nat 


* 

now in certain danger of deſtruction; for if, upon 
the return of the priefts, thou wilt not conſent ta 
na 15 their religion,” they will certainly deliver 
4 thee to an ignominious and cruel death. O ! thy ſoul 
| WE toil! then be oft for eternity! O] that it may pleaſe 
cos be take this poor infant out of this life by 4 
ſadden death In ſhort, I was in every reſpect 
like a man out of his ſenſes, whoſe munen 
and wiſhes change every moment, 


A 


"Nip day ſeveral gentlemen of the firſt rank 
in town, came to viſit me; by which no reſt, 
BW nor opportunity was left to me to open my heart 
” unto the LoD. In the afternoon the Romiſh 
* prieſts alſo returned, and ſpoke in the moſt kind 
f and loving terms to me. But my ſoul was ſo 
is greatly vexed within me, during their canver- 
nation, that all the members of my body trembled 
17 and ſhaked; and when they aſked me, What - 


n &« was the matter with me?” I could give no 
fo i other anſwer, but „that I did not know my- 
a « ſelf.” ——They repreſented to me that the 
2 


like paroxyſmes were the work of evil ſpirits; 
and wanted to inſtruct me how to make the ſign 
ag a of 


33 
of the croſs, as a never- failing remedy to diſpel 
them. They alſo preſented me with a ſmall 
picture, which they ſaid was that of the Virgin 
Maxy, and which I ſhould worſhip; promiſing | 
me, at the ſame time, to acquaint the biſhop 
of Turneau with my caſe, who would take care | 
of me, and baniſh theſe ſpirits by exorciſms, 
or conjuration. I pondered very ſeriouſly upon 
their words, and perceived very clearly, that 
theſe prieſts did openly contradict themſelves. 
At firſt they recommended the ſign of the croſs, 
together with the picture of the Virgin MARY, 
as a never: failing remedy againſt temptations, 
and the workings of evil ſpirits : but afterwards 
they promiſed me the help of the biſhop to 
baniſh thoſe ſpirits by exorciſms, or conjuration, 
My heart was overwhelmed with grief; and in 
this anguiſh of my ſoul, I took the picture and 
tore it in pieces. 


Wax the prieſts returned their viſit, they 
aſked me, whether I had worſhipped the picture, and 
made the ſign of the croſs ? J anſwered them, Ne! 
This anſwer put them into ſuch a paſſion, that 


they 


— 
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they gnaſhed their teeth, and put ſeveral provok- 
ing queſtions to me; and amongſt others, they 
demanded to know, whether I intended to turn 
to the hereticks and apoflates ? I anſwered in- 
nocently : No! I muſt and will believe in CHRIST 
the crucified to ſave my ſoul. I then enquired 
of them, who thoſe hereticks were? And they 
gave me the following anſwer, They are,” 
ſaid the prieſts, . a ſet of people who, it is true, 
„ believe in CHRISTH, but have no faith in the 
Virgin Manx and St. Joszen,” From this 
moment I thought within myſelf, Who can 
convince me that the Roman catholick religion 
is the true religion? and can prove that the 
hereticis have revolted or ſeparated themſelves 
from the Reman Catholicks? It may be they 
themſelves have diſſented from the former, in 
the like manner as Jſrael in former times, ſepa- 
rated from Juda, and worſhipped the idols on 
mount Ephraim, It is poſſible that amongſt thoſe 
whom they call hereticks, the true religion is 
only to be found; and that this may be the 


very reaſon my heart is filled with ſo much 
trouble. 


Tu 


WES 
Tasst reſlections greatly diſquieted my mind 
for ſeveral days. Mean while my father 
and mother-in-lav/ were no leſs uneaſy about 
my child, which had been taken from them by 


force. They endeavoured by ſeveral ways and 


means to recover her again out of my hands; 
but could not ſuceced : till at laſt, they applied to 
count Fer gatſeb, who: being at that time in want 
ee ene rpc eee and aſſiſtance. 


Tuts nobleman came at nine o'clock one 
evening, to me in his chariot; and, to my great 
ſurpriae, converſed feveral hours with me in 
the kindeſt terms. And when his Lordſhip took 
his leave, deſired me very kindly to return him 
the viſit the next day, with my child, offering 


me his coach to fetch me to his houſe, ' O how | 


ſuſceptible of pride is the heart of man! and 
how eaſily are we puffed up with worldly ho- 
nour! I gave him my word, and eaſily accepted 
of his invitation. I, according to promiſe, took 
my child and went next day to the count's 
palace, who received me very politely, and in- 
troduced 


i m , wer 
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roduced me into a room, which he locked after 


mim. 


Tu reader may eaſily imagine how great 
my ſurprize was, when I met here with my 


father and mother-in-law, accompanied by two 


ders of the ſynagogue, I effeQtually felt a 
foretaſte of death at their ſight :' and though I 
at that very inſtant recollected thoſe divine 
words; Fear not | I am with thee ! yet I could 
not keep up my ſpirits, Being thus left to their 


rents, I/hat fhall we da now, ſince we have 


& catched the bird in the net? They anſwered: 
« Death muſt be his portion, be ſhall not eſcape 
4 with his life.” Then the elders produced 
ſome inſtrument of death, —Godalone knoweth 
what they intended in their hearts. But having 
nothing to expect but immediate death, I em- 
braced my child ſeemingly for the laſt time, 


and addreſſed them in the following words.” Eook 


ye! here Fam deal with me according to your 
pleaſure! I recommend my ſoul, which you cannot 
ae, into the hands of the living Gop. But 

remember, 


20 
remember, that as the blood of Abel cried from the 


eartly for vengeance unto GoD, ſo ſhall my blood 
cry to heaven for vengeance upon you. Your deed 


will not remain unrevenged, ſhould even the fowl: 
of the air reveal it to men. | 


Ir ſeemed the Almighty ſtruck them with a 
fudden terror at theſe words; they ſtood amazed, u 
neither were they able to utter a ſingle word ; I 
till at laſt the count recovering from his fright, u 
ſaid : Follow my advice, take the child from him, 
and let him ſign a certificate, wherein he ſhall de- 4 
clare that he delivers her to you with his own A 
conſent, which will prevent him from putting you tl 
to any further trouble. This advice was approved 1 
of; and the count with the elders wrote the Mt 
certificate, &c. and forced me under pain of tl 
death to ſign, with a trembling hand, four dif- h 
ferent papers, the contents of which I am to t 
this very moment ignorant of. This tranſaction b 
laſted till two of the clock in the morning, 
when my mother-in-law tore the child from my 
arms, and after ſhe and the elders had ſpit in f 
my face, and beat me unmercifully, they turned Wo 
; me 
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me out of the room into the garden : from 


whence I eſcaped through a back door to my 
own houſe. 


Ar that time could trul y have ſaid with Naami, 
Call me no more Solomon, (which ſignifyeth peace) 
but Mara ; for the Almighty has dealt bitterly 
with me, As ſoon as I had entered my houſe, 
I threw myſelf down on my knees, and cried. to 
the LogD ; and the ſame words were impreſſed in 
my mind, Fear not ! I am with thee, I will be thy 
defence. But not knowing that theſe words were 
a part of Gop's revealed word in the Holy Bible, 
they gave me but little comfort : on the con- 
trary, my condition appeared in this hour of trial, 
be very indifferent and ſuſpectful to me, infomuch 
f that I began even to doubt, whether all, that 
f- had hitherto happened to me, was not rather 
o Wl the effect of a melancholy diſpoſition in my 
n Wl blood. | 


* Tuus troubled in my mind, I fell into a 
in ſlumber, out of which I ſoon awaked in a 
ed great fright, ſeeming to hear a voice calling 
1 unte 


- 


hurry, put on my cloaths, trembling and 


| bow of where to take my flight. Beſides that, 
my heart was ſtill very much addicted to thi 
mammon of this world. I wanted to take: 
great deal of my temporal goods along with me. 


from the Jews, and the Roman Catholicks, in. 


intoſſtle to nien, is poſſible withGoD, who, to lea 


too preſumptuous of cur own underſtanding 


rte thy ways! This I have undoubtedly expe 


| of I ns 
unto me, and ſaying, Riſe, and get thyſelf out tf 
thy country! I will be with thee! I got up in: 


ſhaking, with purpoſe to fly; but knew not 


By this delay, I let the beſt time of my flight 
paſs away: and the danger for my life, both 


creaſed more and more. And at laſt J ſaw al 
means and ways to fave my life totally loſt 
But it remains an everlaſting truth: I bat i 


us out of trouble, often fixeth upon extraordi. 
nary means, which the narrow compaſs of out 
reaſon cannot comprehend. We are common 


and want to ſee every thing afar off; but at la 
the infinite wiſdom of Gop manifeſts itſelf { 
clearly to us, that we muſt cry out with ſhame: 
LorD | how incomprehenſible and unſcarchul 


rienced 
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riehced, as the following event will clearly 
prove, 17 . 


Four years before I was, by the Divine 
mercy, raiſed from my darkneſs, it happened 
that a ſeemingly ſedate and honeſt Jew, was 
viſited by GoÞ with many temporal affliẽtions, 
having through ſeveral misfortunes loſt all his 
property: my firſt wife, then ſtill living, took 
compaſſion on him, and perſuaded me to be 
bound for him, to ſeveral merchants, in order 
to get credit for goods of them, to continue his 
trade. And, as at that time the war was carried 
on, on all ſides, his trade flouriſhed ſo much, 
that in a ſhort time, he made a conſiderahle 
fortune again. This man, who by reafon of 
my excommunication from the Jews; durſt not 
venture to come near me, was directed by the 
Divine PxovibNeE, to be an inſtrument to my 
deliverance. He came to me late in the night, 
and knocked at my windows, which at firſt 
frightened me greatly; but as ſoon as I knew 
him by his voice, I opened the ſtreet-door to 
him. He affectionately took me by the hand, 

| and 
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and d; Dear Mr. Solomon, though I am flrietl 
and under the greateſi puniſhments charged not ta 
have any intercourſe with you; I cannot overcome the 
dilictates of my conſcience to viſit you, and to be your 

' deliverer + come quickly along with me ! I will bring 
you to a place of ſafety. The Lok p, who has the 
hearts of men in his hands, directed me to 


hearken to this man, and to follow his advice. 


And without taking any thought about carrying 
much money and goods along with me, I im- 
mediately followed him, In a word, I left my 
houſe juſt ſo as I was; and all my riches, which 
I had about me, conſiſted of no more than fifty 
ducats, a gold watch, and filver buckles and but- 
tons on my. waiſtcoat : and he brought me to a 
houſe, where he concealed me in a cellar, behind 
the wine-caſks, In this diſmal place I ſtaid for 
a week. During which time this Jew brought 
me every day victuals and drink. Every body 
may eaſily conceive with what grief and ſorrow 

my, heart muſt then have been overwhelmed in 
this ſituation. The Roman Catholicks, as well 

as the Jews, ſearched every place for me ; but 

the Lon preſerved me from their hands, 
| IN 


„ 

In the mean while, my deliverer, intimidated 
by the reſtleſs enquiry of my perſecutors after 
me, loſt all his courage, and overcome with fear, 
told me: My dear Mr. Solomon ! it is im- 
6« poſſible for me to conceal you any longer 
« you muſt now yourſelf find means to eſcape 
© by a ſudden flight. Nevertheleſs, I will 
“venture ſo much for you ſtill, as to * 
t you by night out of town.“ 


ACCORDINGLY, on the 19th of September 


1762, at midnight, he conducted me ſafe out of 
tf town ; though, for the agony my ſoul was then 
Ib ſeized with, I am not able to deſcribe the man- 
* ner, in which it was effected. After we had 
nd BY walked about a quarter of an hour, and were 
for Bl come near a mill, my conductor took leave of 
zht me, ſaying: To this place, and fo far have 
dy Bl « 1 helped you; and in ſome meaſure returned 
* % unto you the favour you have formerly done 
in . me. From henceforward be the Gon of Ara- 
en bam, of Iſaac, and of Jacob your helper and pro- 
but Wc tector. The Lon p bleſs and preſerve you! 
ng Thus he left me, and I remained in the dark of 


C the 


t 
the night alone in the field, like a beacon on the | 
b of a' mountain, and as an enſign on an bill, Iſa. 
xx. ver. 17. Like a wanderer, who has loft hi 


way, and knows not whether to turn to the 
right or to the left. 


„uns I turned my face to the town, and 
thought on my child, my heart was ready to 
break with grief. At laſt I threw myſelf down 
on my knees, and prayed moſt heartily to Gos, 
« O Thou all-fering Searcher of the heart, to whon 
the moſt ſecret thoughts of the human heart art 
known and unfolded in thy preſence, thou alm 
| #noweſt my afflition, and what has brought me ti 
this piteous and diſtreſſed condition. For thy name 
fake, and out of obedience to thy call, it is, thu 
knoweſt, OLon, that I have ft my wife, child 
riches, and all in this world that is dear to me 
Here I lie before thy face, as one that is blind aui 
ignorant, what way to ſtep forward, O lead n 
in the right way for thy name's ſake! O Lon 
Ixsus, if thou be CxIS＋T the crucified, and if i 
TREE ALONE ſalvation is to be found, O manift) 
thyſelf tame, and let me not be confounded ! Ta thi 

| Ir 
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1 recommend my child, look down in pity upon 


her, &c, &c.” After this prayer I, with a flood 


of tears flowing down my cheeks, walked ſtraight 
on, and at laſt came to a village called Beſnitæ, 
where I paſſed the remainder of che night on a 
bundle of ſtraw, in a peaſant's hut. 


HzRE the devil aſſaulted, me again with ſore 
temptations, He repreſented to my mind all 
my paſſed honours, riches, coſtly beds, c. 
and endeavoured by all manner of ways to deter 
me from my reſolution. With many fiery 
darts did that ſpiritual enemy aſſault. my ſoul; 


yea, that murderer went ſo far as to tempt me 


to deſtroy, myſelf, Alas ! if at that critical in- 
ſtant, my Gov, my IMMANUEL, my merciful. 


REDREMER, had not ſtrengthened and preſerved 


me, I ſurely muſt have been loſt for eternity, 
He out of his mercy comforted my heart with 
his conſolations to all, and granted me, on my 
bed of ſtraw, a n and comfortable ſleep. 
8 1 as. I was faſt aſleep, 1 dreamed, 
«That I had wandered three days in a great and 
75 C 2 e frightful 


1 

« frightful deſart, without eating or drinking: 

4 J ſtrove earneſtly to find a way to bring me 
« out of it, but in vain. On the contrary, 1 
< entered further into the wilderneſs. Many 
„ thouſands of wild and ravenous beaſts gathered 
about me, and threatened to devour me. My 
« heart trembled for fear within me. But lo 

<« on a ſudden a lion jumped out of the woods 
and courteouſly placed himſelf on my right 
& hand, conducting me ſafe through the midſt 
of them. At laſt I ſaw a foot-path; on which 
ce I could clearly diſtinguiſh the footſteps of 
« men, Here I perceived, on my left hand, a 
“e coſtly and magnificent palace. I thought 
« within myſelf: Look now! thou haſt for 
e theſe days paſt neither eat nor drank, let us 
ego to the gate of this palace and knock, no 
« doubt ſomething will be given to thee. After 
s long conſideration I approached and knocked, 
« vhen directly a perſon curiouſly dreſſed opened 
<« the gate, and aſked me, what I wanted. I 
informed him of my extraordinary hunger 
« and thirſt, and acquainted him of the mira- 
F< culous * and delivery I had met 
cc with 
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'« With in the wilderneſs. He rejoiced greatly 


„ at my narrative, took me by the hand, and 


« conducted me into a great room, where I ſaw 
a table ſerved with royal magnificence, and 


« ſurrounded by a great company, in glorious 
« and magnificent dreſſes, I was aſhamed to. | 
« draw near to it in my poor dreſs: but two 
« perſons roſe up from the table, and addreſſed 
e me in unexpreſſible kind words: Dear bro- 
ic ther | ſaid they, why are you aſhamed to come 


4 near to us? We have formerly been as 4 


$ meanly dreſſed as you, and have received 


« our GLORIOUS GARMENTS at this table; 
yea, all that come here, come in ſuch FILTHY 


„ GARMENTS, But here they put on GLORI- 
% OUS APPAREL, Having thus ſpoken, they 
c took my filthy cloaths from off my back, and 
« put coſtly garments like theirs upon me, 
« conducted me to the table, and there they 
“ ſerved me with moſt delicious food. As re- 
«' viving as this food was to me; yet I could not 
« reliſh it ſo perfectly well for my great thirſt, 
But I hardly had diſcovered my want when 
“ one of the company ſerved me with a glaſs 
C 3 * 
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. of clear water, which comforted and refreſlied 


me ſo much, that I ſeemed to have received 
« a new life thereby.” My heart was ſo ſen- 
fibly delighted at this, that in my fleep I burſt 
out into ſuch a loud laughter, that it awakened 
the peaſant, who jumped out of his bed, and 
aſked me the cauſe of my laughing. But as I 
was not able to tell him my dream, I put him 
of with a general anſwer, He laid down 
again, and I ſlept eaſy” and comfortably, until 


the morning . 80 that when I a woe out 


® Rem. 3. As this relation of 'a dream <omprehends 
effectually ſomething very remarkable, and deſerves 
to be particularly minded, I cannot omit to make 
here ſome obſervations about dreams in general, 
There are ſeveral kinds of Gran, which may be 
divided into three claſſes, 


1. Natural drtams ; whith may arife either from 
the natural mixture of the blood, or from the enjoy- 
ment of ſome particular meats, or from ſome fore- 

going occupation of the ſoul ; or from the agitation 
of our affections. | 


2. Wicked or devilifh dreams; of which the Scrip 
tue makes mention in the deſcription of falſe pro- 
phets. 


11 
of ſleep my heart was fully compoſed, and 
intirely freed and releaſed from the bondage 
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phets. And he who will not intirely contradict the 
influence of inviſible ſpirits upon the human ſoul, 
and particularly upon the imagination of particular 
perſons, the ſame cannot deny that Satan will be 
able to cauſe even to this time, unclean and wicked 
ideas in their phantaſy, in ſleep by night. 


3. Divine dreams; which either are operated by 
Gov himſelf, or are cauſed by his eſpecial direction: 
and which will ſerve either for a warning, as with 
Abimelech; or for an inſtruction, as with the pro- 
phets; or for comfort, as with Jacob. | 

It is not to be contradicted, that formerly the. 
prophets by certain inconteſtable proofs could di- 
ſtinguiſh the divine viſions and dreams, from the 
natural effect of phantaſy; whereas at preſent it 
would be very difficult to ſet general rules for di- 
ſtinguiſhing the natural dreams from the divine. 
He therefore who would make the diverſity of 
dreams a rule for his actions, would deſerve to be 
accounted phantaſtical in the higheſt degree: where- 


| as, en the contrary, it would alſo be preſumptuous 


to deſpiſe all, and other the moſt notable dreams,. 
particularly if there is nothing contained therein,. 
which could be contradictory to the clearer divine. 
Revelation, and if the conſequence proveth that the: 
divine PRovibeNnce has had a hand in it. 

C 4 of. 
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of worldly care: whereas before it was a ſlave 
to the things of this world. The poſſeſſion 
of my former riches, and the connexion with 
my wife and child, ſeemed like a dream to 
me, in which no real and effect ual happineſs 
conſiſts : yea, it ſeemed to me as if I waz 
but now born into the world, 


I LEFT the village with joy and comfort, to 
go into the Pruſſian dominions. On my arrival 
at a town called Pietzen, I bought a Hebrew 
Bible; and began now, for the firſt time, to 
read it from the beginning. The firſt impreſſion 
its reading made upon me was, at theſe words, 
in Deut. chap, xviii. ver. 15. and following, 
Te Lorp thy Gon will raiſe up unto thee a 
Prophet from the midſt of thee, of thy brethren, 
like unto me: unto him ye ſhall hearten.— I could 
not comprehend who this extraordinary prophet 
ſhould be; nevertheleſs it came into my mind 
that the Lord Jesvs CHRIsT might be meant 
by him. Some days after I read in Joſhua xxiv, 
19. Ye cannet ſerve the LORD; for he is an holy 
-GoD: which words cauſed particular conſide- 

| ration 
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ration in me. At Prague I bought a German 
grammar, to learn the German language, which 
wenne with much e and labour. 


* the year 35 Ole. we . 1 Larrived 


at one of the chiefeſt cities in Saxony; which, 


for particular reaſons, I ſhall not mention. 
Finding myſelf greatly tired and fatigued by my 
journey, I propoſed to reſt myſelf here for ſome 
days. The Jews, who had no notice of my 
circumſtances, received me very kindly, In 
particular their Rabbin behaved in a moſt 
friendly manner to me, took me daily to his 
table, and uſed according to the Jewiſh cuſtom 
to converſe with me upon ſeveral paſſages of the 
Talmud. 


Tur 24th of November I was got in my 


reading of the Bible ſo far as the liii. chapter 


of Jſaias, which I took now for the firſt time 
under my conſideration. The LoRD pleaſed to 
open the eyes of my underſtanding, plainly to 
comprehend, that the prophet ſpoke here of the 
ume who was to ſuffer death for. our ſins. 

. But 
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But the devil endeavoured'to raiſe in me many 
doubts againſt that explanation; wherefore I re- 
ſolved to converſe with my friend about the con- 
tents of this chapter: neither could I find reſt with- 
in me until Lactually went to him. I had hardly 
intimated my deſire to have him explain this 
chapter, when he looked ſtedfaſtly in my face, 
and made ſigns with his eyes to be ſilent, imme- 
diately mentioning ſomething out of the. Talmud. 
I wondered greatly at this behaviour, neverthe- 
leſs I acquieſced : and being ſbon tired of our 
unprofitable converſation, I got up with an 
intention to return to my lodging: But he 
preſſed me ſo very earneſtly, that I was MICH | 


upon to ſtay ſome time longer. 


In the evening his wife and children went to 
the play-houſe, and left us alone by ourſelves. 
They were ſcarce out of fight, before he' took 
me into another room, which he locked after 
us. This put me into a'terrible fright, imagin- 
ing, for certain, that he had received ſome 
intelligence of my cafe, and would now ſeek to 
make me anfwerable for my conduct with my 
life. 
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life, But I was ſoon freed from my fear. 
when, with tears in his eyes, he ſpake thus to 
me : O Mr. Solomon! my beloved and faith» 
« ful brother! I will diſcloſe all the ſecrets of 
ce my heart unto you; but it is under the ex- 
cc preſs condition, that you keep the ſecret: 
cc for if the leaſt word ſhould get vent by you 
« amongſt the Jews, I ſhall, for my own 
c ſecurity, charge you with what I ſhall: 
« confeſs to you, and make you the author of 
« it; in which caſe it is eaſy to com- 
4 prehend, what a perſecution you will. be: 
« expoſed to. This preſuppoſed, I will now 
<« no longer withhold from you the ſecrets of. 
« my heart.” I was burning with deſire to 
hear thoſe ſecrets, he would intruſt me with.. 
At laſt he aſked me: © Whether I had not 
« deſired of him to explain the liii.. chapter of. 
« Iſaias ?” And having anſwered with Yer, he: 
went into another room and fetched a German 
Bible, out of which he read to me, with the: 
greateſt reverence and deyotion, the xxvi..chap-- 
ter of Matthew. And then addreſſed me thus: 
« My beloved friend! you: ſee-here in the liti.. 
C6. ( chagterr 
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« chapter of Iſaias, the cleareſt prophecy of the 
«© Mess1as, who ſhould be ſcorned, and deſpiſed, 
& and even ſuffer death. And for what? for 
6 his own treſpaſſes? O no! it was for our 
4 iniquities, and for our treſpaſſes : which you 
1 will clearly perceive, and even muſt be 
allowed by many of our Rabbins. But in that 
« chapter, which I have read to you out of the 
1% German Book, is contained the fulfilling of 
« the prophecy of Iſaias. Ixsvs of NAZARETH 
eis the TRUE MEss1as! But alas! what an 
„ unhappy thing is this to us? Our forefathers, 
e who lived in his days, would not receive nor 
„ acknowledge him as the true Mess14as 
% and Saviour. And ſhould you aſk me, 

« why they did not ; as then not only ſo many 
« learned Doctors and Scribes were in Iſrael, but 
« alſo the Sanhedrim was ſtill in its full luſtre ? 
I could anſwer you a great deal on that head; 
but I am ſorry our time is ſo ſhort to give a 
« full inſight into the extreme blindneſs and 
« prejudices of our forefathers in general in 
% thoſe days. Their poor and unhappy off- 
Mes k their example, have con- 


54 on tinued 
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« tinued in their blind ways, and have led us 


« on, as blind leaders, to this very day. Ol what 
« ſhall I, poor wretched creature, now do, or 
« undertake? I ſee clearly the beams of the ſun 
« ſhining into my underſtanding, but cannot 
« poſſibly riſe out of the dark cloud. How could 
« ] leave my wife, whom I love as myſelf? 
« And how could I abandon my children, who 
« are of my own fleſh and blood? O my heart! 
4 my fatherly heart cannot bear the thoughts 


 « of it! Beſides, by what means could I get 


« my bread ? I cannot labour, having learned 


4 no buſineſs; and to ſeek my ſupport by cha- 


&« rity is revolting againſt my nature. Beſides 
this, I am alſo afraid to be turned off by the 
« Chriſtians, who without doubt would miſtruſt 
« my ſincerity, after they have ſo often been 
« deceived by falſe and inconſtant proſelytes. 
„% What ſhall I do, miſerable as I am!“ 


THis diſcovery and long diſcourſe of the. 
Kabbin ſurpriſed me extremely; it not only 


raiſed a clear light in my ſoul, on aceount of 
the prophecy of Iſaias, but it alſo cauſed me 
| greatly 


| 
| 
| 
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greatly to wonder at the direction of the Divine 
PxovIDENCE, which had conducted me to this 
town, and directed the heart of this man to 
reveal his ſecrets to me. He aſked me what 1 
was ſo much ſurpriſed at? At which, queſtion 
I could no. longer refrain myſelf; but with a 
rejoicing: heart I anſwered him: O my dear 
<« brother! | how miraculous' are the ways of 
% Gor! and how comfortable have your words 
« been. to my ſoul! IL am. now at liberty to 
c jntruſt you with my ſecrets: Whereupon 
I related to him all the ways, in which the Lord 


had led me from the beginning, I had no ſooner 
-finiſhed,.. when he fell down on his knees, and 
hed a flood of tears. It is impoſſible for me 
_ © to deſcribe the anxiety of his ſoul. He prayed 


with a broken and contrite heart to Gon, that 
he might in pity look down upon. him, and grant: 
him the ſame grace as to.me, to deny himſelf, and 

unlooſe his heart from all temporal concerns, enabling 
him to rely and truſt in HIM alone, I comforted 
him as much as my on weakneſs would admit 
of ; and amongſt other things told him: My 


dear brother if you are ſincere, and really 
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« deſire to ſave your ſoul from perdition, you may 


« be ſure that every obſtacle, which, at preſent, 
te ſeems like a mountain unto you, will eaſily 
6 be removed. O] when you ſhall be once fully 
44 ſenſible of the wrath of Go v looking down 
tt upon you, and know for a certainty with 
<« what great patience and long-ſuffering the 
« Gop of! Iſrael has born with you unto this 
% day, you will then not regard and mind any 
„ more thoſe hindrances; and the Lox y himſelf 
« will-caſt them down under your feet,” At 


thefe words his wife and children returned from 


the play; which put an end to our converſa- 
tion I was afterwards feveral times viſiting 
this Rabbin, but could never find any further 
opportunity of diſcourſing again upon the ſame 


ſubjeCt with him. 


Om the ad of December 1762, I took my 
leave of this worthy man, and arrived, under 
the Divine protection, on the 8th of the ſame 
month, at Leipfick, which city was then in the 
poſſeſſion of the Pruſſam. Here it happened, 
that eroſſing one day the market · place, a ſoldier 
approached. 


[46] 

approached me with a book in his hand:—he 
| aſked me, by way of derifion: “ Jew! wilt 
5 thou buy this book of me?” I deſired to look 
at it, but he would not let me, I then aſked 
him the price of it, He anſwered, <* One rix- 
« dollar,” which ſurprized me greatly, as it 
was quite new and neatly bound ; and thinking 
it might be of ſervice to me in learning the 
German language, I bought it of him. As 
ſoon as I had paid him, the ſoldier run 
away with the money, laughing at me, clap- 
ping his hands, and calling out in the market, 
pointing at me: Look here! there, I have 
„ cheated a Jew!” Immediately T was ſur- 
rounded by a. number of people, who laughed 
at, and derided me. This put me a little out of 
countenance, as I could not conceive the reaſon 
of it: and I made the beſt of my way home 
through the mob, being very deſirous to examine 
che book, which I had bought, and for which 
I was ſo much derided. Being got to my 
lodging I found in, the title-page thereof, the 
following words in large letters: TR New 
TESTAMENT, I could not comprehend what 

"I 3 theſe 
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theſe. words could mean ; yet, after much re- 
flection, it came to my mind, that probably it 
was the laßt will of ſome great prince or 
king. I turned over the title-page ; but hoõ-w 
great was my ſurprize to find in the firſt chapter 
of Matthew, the names of Abraham, Iſaac, 
Jacob, Ruth, Tamar, &c, &c. I thought 
within myſelf, „why, what buſineſs have the 
« Chriſtians with theſe names of the anceſtors 
« of the Jews?” I continued reading, and 
came to the 16th verſe, in which, and the fol- 
lowing, the nativity of CyrisT Jesvs are de- 
ſcribed. - During my reading of this piece of 
hiſtory, my hands ſhook ſo much, that I was not 
able to hold the book, but it fell to the ground, 
Struck with amazement; I lifted up my hands, 
and called out: O Lord ! how marvellous are thy 
ways with me a miſerable ſinner ! Certainly this 
book will, I thought, treat of the cxuciriEn 
SAVIOUR, whom thou ſeekeſt, and alſo muſt 
find. This is the very book thou waſt in need 
of; and in fo extraordinary and wonderful a a 
manner it was to be delivered to thee! I made 
now 


7% a 
now a beginning to peruſe it: and though it 


was ſomewhat difficult for me to underſtand 


the language in which it was printed ; yet my 
deſire was ſo great that I could not * A day nor 
_ till I had read it over, 


TRE 1 oh of December, I arrived at Berlin, 
and received much Honour and love from the 
Jews. Perhaps many of my readers will wonder 
here, how it was poſſible that, notwithſtanding 
thoſe powerful awakenings of my heart, I could 
ſtill keep to the Jews, I will, therefore, give 


Here the following reaſons. of it. Fir/t, I was 


Kill very much infected with the leaven of the 
Phariſees; the Jewiſn ceremonies were ſtill 
greatly to my liking ; and in particular, I har- 
boured in my breaſt many doubts. about the 
keeping of the Sabbath on a Sunday: all which 
made it impoſſible to me to ſeparate myſelf, as 
yet, intirely from the Jews. Secondly, My 


pocket was then near empty; my fifty ducats 
were already. ſpent, and my golden watch 


ſold: 
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a the true Mgs81as.3 yea, under the protection of 
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ſold : ſo that for the ſake of bread; I was 
obliged to keep ſtill with the Jews *. 
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* What furgrifng a 10 eil an 1 
cuſtom, to certain religious ceremonies from our in- 
fant years, have upon the human mind: this even 
the apoſtles of CHAIsT did experience in their 
preaching the goſpel as well amongſt the Gentiles as 
chiefly amongit the Jews, Therefore I judged, ac- 
cording to the ſmall meaſure of my knowledge, chat 
we have reaſon to be very miſtruſtful when, in our 
days, fo many of thoſe proſelytes profeſs to be fo 
ſoon convineed of the truth of the Chriſtian religion 
in its whole extent; except it appeared clearly, by 
undoubted proofs, that an extraordinary operation | 
of the Hory Spit in their hearts was in the 
caſe, But in general, I have often wiſhed that ſuch 
convinced and awakened Jews, chiefly in places 
where a Chriſtian. magiſtrate could effectually protect 
them, might not directly leave all intercourſe with 
their brethren after the fleſh ; but endeavour to gain 
them, if not by words, yet by their unſpotted life 
and actions. I know a certain ſynagogue in Sqwitzer- 
land, whoſe Rabbi, by the earneſt endeavours of. a 
worthy miniſter, has been brought to the knowledge 
of CHRIST and his ſaving doctrine. This man has, 
even after his converſion, kept ſome time to the 
Jews, and confeſſed our Saviour openly amongſt them 


the 
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\A HARD froſt prolonged my ſtay at Berli 
until the 4th of February 1763, during which 
time I finiſhed my reading of the New Teſta. 
ment, for the firſt time. I cannot expreſs the 
joy and ſatisfaction I had when, by the 26tk 

chapter of Matthew, I was convinced that my Wl 

book was the very ſame, which the aforemen- Wl 
tioned Rabbin had ſhewed me; but I rejoice! i 
beyond expreſſion, when I confidered the epiſtl 
of St. Paul to the Hebrews, and therein found 
that Cunlsr was the only ſacrifice for our ſin; 
and that all the ceremonies of the firſt covenant, Wi 
and particularly that of the great day of expit- 
tion, | had been but a type of him +. 
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the government, did diligently frequent their ſyna- 

gogues, though with denial of all ceremonies con- 
trary to Chriſtianity: by which conduct of his many 
a Jew has got ſucceſſively a better opinion and re- 
gard for the Chriſtian religion. But in adopting 
theſe meaſures, there would berequired great ſagacit 
and judgment, as alſo an exact examination of cir- 
cumſtances, | 


'+ r St. Paul, has al. 
ready many a zealous Jew been awakened to ſerious 
reflections, The late Dr. Fromman, a Jewiſh pro- 
I | ſelyte, 


© 4% 3 

Yer. though by this diſcovery, ſome light 
did ariſe in my foul, my heart was ſo corrupt 
and rebellious, that it tempted me with many 


il 


he 
{doubts of unbelief. The devil alſo was very 
voc) to raiſe ſuſpicions with me, againſt the 


divine truth of the new covenant, by repreſent- 

ing ſeveral difficulties, particularly ſuch places 
which ſeem to contradi& one another, or treat 
of myſteries. At that time all was darkneſs 


Wacainſt one another within me; ſo that I often 
was at a loſs how to help and relieve myſelf: 
and what added ſtill more to my diſtreſs of 
mind, was, that I falſely imagined, every Jew, 
who applied to the Chriſtians, was immediately 
taken to the church, and baptized. I. reſolved 
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elyte, expreſſed himſelf on his joyful death-bed, 
in the following words: O! how greatly do I 
long for eternity, where I ſhall ſee my faithful 
„% REDEEMER, and where alſo I ſhall ſee his en- 
« lightened ſervant, Paul, by whoſe Epiſtle to the 
% Hebrews, my ſtoney heart has been melted, and 
*« the light of ſaving truth been firſt brought to ſhine 
« in my heart.“ 


— 
—— 


at 


vithin me. Faith, fear, and comfort warred | 


the Jews, and ſecretly I ſought the Low 


| from Hamburgh to Altona, to look for a con- 


dow, ſaw me paſſing by. I had hardly enter 


1 * 1 
at laſt, and fixed my reſolution, to have all 
my doubts entirely removed, before: I would 
de chriſtened ;' if even a year and more-ſhouli if 
paſs away. In this condition I continued, noy 
like a ſecond Nicodemus. Publickly I kept with 


J=$us CnRIST, in his word, and came to hin 
My — Thi: | 7 


ON the 10th of February, e ſafe a 
Hamburgh and Altona; at which laſt place that 
eminent and learned Rabbin, Jonathan E:bhuts, 
was ſtill alive. This man had been - educate 
in my great grandfather's houſe, at Nico//bury 
in Moravia ;- and there as a poor orphan, hal 
received many great favours,' At my goin 


venient inn to take up my lodging, I muſt pi 
near his houſe, and he being then at his win- 


the inn, when his ſervant came and enquired 


for the ſtranger who was: juſt arrived there 
The people of the houſe directed him to me 


who addreſſed me with his maſter's compliments, 
and 
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and an invitation to go with him directly to his 


maſter's houſe, who deſired to ſpeak with me. 


Several Jews were gathered about me, who 
gaped with ſurprize: at the ſame time the devil 
tortured my mind with inexpreſſible anxiety, 
ſuggeſting that this Rabbin had been informed 
of my caſe; and that, conſequently, 1 Was 
now in great danger of my life, nt 


I ENDEAVOURED to perſuade the ſervant to 
return without me to his maſter, promiſing to 
follow him immediately ; in which interval I in- 
tended to withdraw from that place. But I could 
not prevail, and I was obliged to ſubmit, and togo 
along with him. The Rabbin received me with 
extraordinary civility, and enquired concerning 
my relations. He expreſſed very great ſatisfac- 
tion, when I told him that the very perſon who 
had given him his education was -my great 
grandfather, He gave me my board at his 
table; and recommended me to the other 
Jews. So that, during my ſtay at Altona, I 
wanted no neceſſaries of life. Here I read the 
goſpel of our Lon po JEsus CurisT with 

2 great 
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great attention ; though I could not do it but 
in the night. 


AFTER a long ſtay at Altona, I. took my 
leave of my benefactor, and arrived the 27th 
of May 1763 at Amſterdam, where I took up 
my lodging at Moſes Rokiſch's in the Vinkebuurt, 
With this Jew I went one Sabbath day to the 
ſynagogue. After ſervice, he aſked me, in our 
way home, how I liked the foreſinger. I an- 
ſwered him ingenuouſly, that I had no ob- 
jection to him; but that I muſt give the pre- 
ference to Abraham the foreſinger at Frankfort 
on the Mayn. A Rabbin who came cloſe behind 


us, hearing theſe words, ſaluted me kindly, and| 


aſked, whether I did know the ſaid foreſinget 
Abraham ? and whether I would take upon me, 
for a reaſonable recompenſe, to bring him to 
Amſterdam? I anſwered, Yes! No mor 
paſſed at this time, each of us going to his re- 
ſpective home. But, next Sabbath, when the 
elders of the ſynagogue were aſſembled, I wa 
deſire by Rabbi Hirſch Schames to attend their 
meeting; in which it was unanimouſly propoſed 

| and 
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and agreed for me to 8 for Francfurth, 
and engage the ſaid foreſinger Abraham to come 
with me to Am/terdam ; for which ſervice they 
offered to pay me 20 ducats out of the common 
cheſt, and a further reward of 30 ducats from 
the elders. I reſolved in the name of Gop to 
take this commiſſion upon me, and ſat out on 
my W en the 6th of June, 1763. 


ON my vipaſſage i in a 3 up che river . 
Keulen to Boam, I fell in converſation about re- 
ligion with four Romiſb prieſts, which after- 
wards greatly diſturbed my mind. They abſo- 
lately wanted me to turn to the Roman Catbo- 
lick Religion, and promiſed to procure me the 
living of a profeſſor, provided I would return 
back with them to Keulen, But I anſwered 
them, „That I did not ſeek worldly honours 
e and grandeur, as thoſe things could not in 
< the leaſt contribute to my ſalvation,” Upon 
this they deſired me to tell them ingenuouſly, 
and from the bottom of my heart, which of the 
three religions I did believe to be the beſt, the 
Roman Catholict, the Lutheran, or the Reformed 


7 Religion q | 


. t 1 
Nagler f T begged earneſtly that they would 
drop: this ſubject, in order to avoid any diſpute 
and quarrel it might produce. But they {till 
perſiſted in their queſtion, and inſiſted upon an 
anſwer. At laſt, I declared, That I was to- 
tally ignorant of the difference between theſe 
religions, and conſequently not fit to anſwer 
their queſtion. Therefore, inſtead of giving 
them my opinion, I deſired them to tell me, 
which of theſe three religions they judged to be 
the beſt? They anſwered; „ The Roman Ca- 
thalick Religion,” I replied, that this was an 
inſufficient anſwer ; becauſe it was natural to 
| ſuppoſe every body would ſupport their own 
opinion. The Lutheran would fay, My religion 
is the beſt; in like manner the Caluiniſt and the : 
Roman Catholict. They anſwered; * Our Faith 
« js the firſt and moſt ancient.“ Then re- 
plied I, If that be the caſe, I, as a Jew am Wi 
of the true religion, for every body muſt al- 
low that the law of Moſes, which is our reli- W* 
gion, is more ancient than the Chri/tian reli- . 
gion; they anſwered ; „All thoſe that profeſs WF 

N08 the _ religion, than the Roman Catbolict, “ 

ue 
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te are hereticks, It is hardly 300 years age 
c ſince they ſeparated from our true church; 
« and if we had even no other proof of the di- 
« vinity of our religion, this alone would ſuf- 
&« fice; that we have ſtill, to this very day, a 
c yiſtble head of the church at Rome, which is, 
& the Pope, according to the words of our SA- 
& yiouR : Thou art Peter, and upon this rack I 
& will build ny church. I replied, I cannot 
cc comprehend what you ſay. For, . firſt, 
& CHrIST did not give this promiſe at 
& Rome. Secondly, Are the Popes deſcen- 
&« dants of Peter, who had no children 
* to inherit his rights ? Thirdly, It doth not 


rion « appear from ſcripture that Peter did claim 
the any particular prerogative above the reſt of 
aith “ the Apoſtles. But, if we rightly conſider the 
re-“ labours of the Apoſtles, in general, we ſhould 
am W<* truly put the Apoſtle Paul at the head of 
t al-“ them, who labaured , more abundantly, and 
reli- “ preached the goſpel even to the Gentiles. 
reli- “ Should we reflect which of the Apoſtles was 


the moſt beloved of CAHnISsT, we ought to 
give Jebn the preference, who laid his head 
aon the boſom of his Saviour, And if we 


i reflect 


t refle&.in the next place, who was firſt called 


i. 41.) that Andrew ought to be preferred to 
Peter. Beſides all this, I do not find in any F* 
part of the New Teſtament, that Peter, like 
4 a governor or. ruler, was poſſeſſed of great : 


<« world. On the contrary, he expreſſed him- 
« ſelf to the beggar ſitting at the beautiful gate 


"66 Hove 1 not 1” 


I nap ſcarce uttered: theſe laſt words, when 
the prieſts grew angry. I reminded them hoy 


peace; and that, conſidering my ignorance di 
the ſubject, I could have anſwered them ng 
otherwiſe... They tried, afterwards, to per- 
' ſuade me by ſmooth ſpeeches to hearken to thei 
diſcourſe, and amongſt other things told me: 
Alas! you want as yet a great deal; you 
«comprehend the truth in a perverſe ſenſe 
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<< to the Apoſtleſhip, it will appear (St. John 
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ce riches, or made any great figure in thei 


<< of the Temple, in this wiſe: Gold and ſilver 


earneſtly I had requeſted them to leave me ai 


« Take heed ! that you are not deceived by the 
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© the Devil miſlead you ſo far as to prevail 
« with you to embrace their religion, depend 
« on it, it will be impoſſible for you to hold it 

« out very long with them. They are an un- 


« merciful ſet of people, have no pity or com- 
« paſſion on their brethren, believe that they 
& can enter into Heaven without good works, 
e and think they may live after the luſt of their 


de own hearts, as much as they like. We 


e learn from experience, that many of thoſe, 
© who had turned to their religion, have re- 


“turned again into the boſom of our church. 


« This we mention to you as a warning, that 
« at the great day of judgment you may have 


« no excuſe. In the mean while, we will pray ; 


for you, that the LoxD may turn your 


« heart,” With this they took to their beads, 
_ kneeled down, and prayed in a language 1 


could not underſtand, 


Warn done, they aſked me what 1 had now. 


to reply to their laſt admonition? I anſwered ; 
That I deſpiſed and ſcorned to the laſt de- 
< gree any ſuch power, who for the ſake of 
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« temporal advantage, turned from one reli- 

gion to another; as, for that very reaſon, Wl 

« they could be conſidered neither as Few, 
s nor as Chri/izans, but ought to be accounted i 
«© worſe than Gentiles. I pronounce them, con- 
<« tinued I, Scorners and Deſpiſers of Ged. For 
« if they are truly convinced in their own 
«© conſcience, and before the all-ſeeing Gov, 
« of the errors of Judaiſin, they ought nicely 
and conſcientiouſly to try to what religion 
„they may conform - themſelves ; which doc- 
ce trine ſhall be moſt conformable to the ſerip- 
ture, and the moſt correſponding with their 
« heart and underſtanding; yea in which they 
& ſhall find moſt comfort for their troubled 
„ fouls, All thoſe who act upon other prin- 
< ciples deſerve no regard.“ I was going 
on with my diſcourſe, but the ſkipper called 
out, and bid us put an end to our controverſy, 
which he apprehended would be of no benefit to 

- Either of us; 


As ſoon as J arrived at Francfurth, I called 
upon the forefinger Abraham, and; after having 


EN F: 
in civility exchanged a few words, J aſked him 


| what he would think if ſomebody ſhould carry 


him to Amſterdam, and ſettle upon him a yearly. 
falary of 2400 guilders? He jumped up in a 
tranſport of joy, and ſaid, *© That friend ſhould 


receive not only a recompence of 100 ducats 


« from me, but I would alſo love and honour 
« him all my life as a father,” My friend,” 
replied .I, I am that man who is authoiſed 
te to fetch you to Amſterdam, delivering to him, 


at the ſame time, my powers and commiſ- 


& fion.” He accepted of the propoſal with great 
pleaſure, and promiſed me upon oath to pay me 
100 ducats as a preſent, Soon after we ſet 


out on our journey, and arrived at Anſterdam on 


Juh the 24th. The elders of the ſynagogue, 
paid me not only my travelling expences, ac- 
cording to promiſe, but preſented me alſo with 
a recompence of 50 ducats, But the new fore- 
ſinger Abraham, would no more remember his 
promiſe, He was now fo much puffed up with. 
pride, that he knew neither me, nor himſelf, - 
any more. Neyertheleſs, after many remon-- 


| ſtrarices, it was at laſt agreed, that he ſhould 
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pay me 60 ducats by a bill of exchange; 
But from this moment he conceived a mortal 
hatred againſt me. He endeavoured every 
| Where to get intelligence about me, and my 
circumſtances and family; and after he had ac- 


- quired that knowledge, he induftriouſly ſpread 
it privately amongſt the Jews, , © - » 


I #AD not the leaſt miſtruſt thereof; but ! 
could obſerve in the faces, of my friends a great 


Vu - alteration of their regard for me, which often 
Wn ſurpriſed me greatly, till the whole myſtery was Wi 
| || | laid open by the following accident. Going 
il the 20th of Auguſt through a ſtreet where molt 
| of the Jews live at Am/terdam, a boy, of about 
ll 13 or 14 years old, met me, and inſulted me 
: with ſcolding and curſing, to the laſt degree. 
aſked him in friendly terms wherewith J had 
provoked him to uſe me ſo very ill? But he 
continued his curſings and imprecations with | 


—— —u— 
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greater acrimony, and at laſt called aut. O/ 
thou tillain ! Thy wickedneſs is already diſce- 
« wvered! Art thou not baniſhed the Synagogue ? 
"« Thou ele, / Haſt thou not been obliged to 

„ iat 


—— — 
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EN | 
t ive a letter of divorce to thy wife ? &. &c.,”__ 
This ſtruck me with ſuch a ſudden fright, that 
I was not able to anſwer him a word ; and as 
a great mob gathered about us; I made the 
beſt of my way to my lodgings, threw myſelf | 
on my knees before the Loxp, and implored 
his divine affiſtance and direction. I remained 
three hours in prayer, and came to a reſolution. 
to make a voyage to London, in order to eſcape 
the danger I was expoſed to at Amſterdam. | | 


On the 2gth of Auguft, I arrived ſafe at Zon- 
don where I had not been long before J fell 
dangerouſly ill, occaſioned partly by the troubles 
of my. mind, partly by the change of. air and 
diet ; and. .my illneſs encreaſed ſo much, that I 
entcrtained very little or no hopes of my life. 
In which ſituation, my continual ſighing and 
prayers. to Gop, were, that he would pleaſe, 
out of his infinite mercy, to look down upon 
me a miſerable ſinner, and deliver me from all. 
tormenting doubts, that I might be able to call 
out with Peter, Thou art CHRIST the Qn of the 
living Gop; and, with Themas; my Lon and 

2 bes 
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my Gop ! my Jesus my Saviour! my Gop ! 

* REDEEMER ! And be enabled to fay in my 

laſt moment: Lord Jesus receive my Soul! 
Notwithſtanding I remained till very dull and 
heavy in my heart. There was no peace, no 
comfort to my ſoul ; no truſt nor confidence in 

the Judge of all fleſh, whoſe eyes are like 

flames of fire. On the contrary, there aroſe 

frightful thoughts within me: What part 

« can I claim in CHRIST Jes. He died in- 

« deed! but not for me a = wa ſinner ; for if 

« fo, I ſhould enjoy peace in my ſoul. No 

« I am eternally loſt PA cold ſweat nn 
my face i in theſe agonies. 


Ar laſt, in theſe my troubles, I had recourſe 
to the New Te/iament ; and, in opening that di- 
vine book of the 5th chapter of St. Matthew, 
the following words preſented themſelves to 
me: Happy are they who fiffer perſecution for 
righteouſneſs ſake, Fc. and filled me with great 
comfort. Am I not, thought I in my 
« heart, perſecuted, ſcorned, and deſpiſed, for 
« righteouſneſs fake, and for the name of 

155 2 1 Cunger, 


1 

&« CHRIST. Have I not for his fake loft both 
« wife and child? Have T not for his ſake for- 
« ſaken honours, riches, and an eafy life? Do 

« IT not ſee in this ſcripture that Jzsvs pro- 
e nounceth ſuch ſouls happy, and even com- 

te mands them to rejoice? O] ſhould not theſe 
&« words raiſe my heart alſo to rejoicings 4 

« Ought I not to praiſe the name of my S A- 

« yIouUR with my heart and lips, who has 

« thought me worthy to ſuffer a little for his 

« fake? Why am IJ, in my ſuſpicious thoughts, 
« ſo wavering and diſſatisfied ? Why do I miſ- 

< truſt his receiving of me alſo into his mer- 
«© cy? Did he not come into the world to fave - 


| « ſinners ? Did I not read but ſome days ago: 


«- The blood of CunrisT, the Son of Gop cleanſeth | 
« us from all miquities, Who has called me 
& out of darkneſs? Who has awakened. me out 
« of my ſleep of fin? Who has convinced me 
cc of my miſery, when. I walked in the blind 
«© ways of the Phariſees ? Who has given ma 


ſo much ſtrength to overcome all my ſuf- 


« ferings? O! certainly, it was not my own 
wn ' firength, No! had Jesvs- not knocked at 
D 6 « my 


= 
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e my heart, and had called out to me: Poor 
* ſinner! Ariſe out of darkneſs! Had he not 
opened mine eyes; Had he not given me 
; 40 courage and reſolution to leave all for the 
&« ſake of truth, I ſhould have ſtill to this very 
&« day, laid in my fins like a blind Phariſee. 
&« Had Jesvs not ſaved me out of the hands of 
h « mine enemies, what would have become of 
66 me? And why has he done all this for me, 
|. cc if he does not intend to receive me ? Should 
 - « his work in and with me, be in vain ? I am, 
fil te it is true, ſtill troubled with my fins ; I feel 
i | | cc no comfort yet in my heart ; but this is the 
c effect of my unbelief, becauſe I would com- 
<« prehend things which ſurpaſs my underſtand- 
ö cc ing. I would, at once, know and look 
1 ee through every thing. But what ſhould I 
| ce think of a man, who had raiſed himſelf from 
| 


& a fick bed, and would undertake to remove a 
« heavy load from its place? Should I not 
e judge him to act fooliſhly ? Such a one 
te ought to be thankful that he is able to walk 
& in his room, without ſeeking to deſtroy him- 
« ſelf by a labour ſurpaſſing his ftrength. 

ax" ; UL 0 Truly, 


. 1 
« Truly, even ſo it is with me! I want to 
« comprehend at once ſuch things as are above 
&« my underſtanding, and of too ſublime an ac- 
<« ceſs. Is this not truly the effect of a proud 
„% heart? No wonder then, that CHRIST cannot 
« unite himſelf nearer with my ſoul, and that 
& I cannot enjoy his comfort more effectually. 
«© O] that I might conſider what would ſerve. 
« to my peace! O! that I could learn to, 
« pray with David: Lord, open mine eyes that 
I may ſee the wonders of thy law! He will 
C certainly, in * time and ſeaſon, finiſh it. 
« well with me.” | 


WIE I was thus meditating, two Jews 
came to viſit me on my ſick bed, and to admo- 
niſh me according to an eftabliſhed cuſtom a- 
mongſt them, that I ſhould before my diſſolu- 
tion, confeſs my ſins publickly in their pre- 
ſence, I did accordingly make my confeſſion, 
in the manner and form which is uſual amongſt 
the Jetus, there being, as it ſeemed to me, no- 
thing contained therein, which was contrary to 
Cnsisr and the Chriſtian religion. But com- 
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ing to theſe words of the confeſſion, C A h death 
ſhall be an expiation for my fins) T was forced to 


ſttop. I thought it impoſlible that my death 


© could be an expiation for my ſins, as all man- 


kind is ſubje& to die; conſequently all would 


thereby obtain remiffion of their fins: There- 


fore in faying the above words, I ſighed within 


my heart: O! that his death (that is the death 


of CtrxisT) may be my redemption. My heart 
and lips did not here agree with one another; 
but I proved a liar and hypocrite. This ſtruck 
and troubled me ſo much, that I was not able 


to ſay a word more, and ſo broke off my con- 
feſſion ; which the ews attributed to my bo- 


dily weakneſs, and therefore left me ſoon 
alone, 


As ſoon as they had retired, the anxiety of 
my heart was exceedingly great. I deceive 
myſelf willingly, thought I within myſelf, 
I comfort myſelf with theſe words of CHRIST: 
Happy are they who ſuffer perſecution for righte- 
enſneſs ſake; and imagine as if I did belong to 
the members of thoſe, whom he calleth happy, 
| whereas 


e e,, 
whereas I have no real love for him, Doth not 


Ist. Paul fay ? Though I give my Body to be burnt, 


and have no Charity *, it profiteth me nothing. 
Paul has alſs been deſpiſed and perſecuted for the 


name of CHRIST, yet he ſeeketh no comfort 
W therein, but ſays, If 7 have ns charity, it would 
brot me nothing. O ! Solomon! how canſt thou 


dective thyſelf by ſo falſe à Comfort? Aud who can 


; prove it to thee, that this goſpel is truth? Who 

= 11s whether amongſt all other religions there be 
5, another goſpel, which comprehends leſs difficul= 
Wie, and agreetb better with the books of the old 
ovenant? | 0 


I AM not able to deſcribe the vehemence of 
my inward ſtrife, "Thoſe ſouls, which have ex- 


Wperienced, and are not ignorant of the ſubtlety 


and craft of the enemy, will underſtand me 
here ſufficiently, I was then to be compared 
o a perſon in a high fever, who, in the greateſt 
eat, is overcome with a cold ſhivering, where- 


— 


* Here the German text of the Bible differs from 
ie Engliſh, the word charity being expreſſed by that 


f love. 


by 


i 
by all his body is ſeized at once. My he 
was burning with a ſincere and longing defir Z 
after CHRIST ; but, by my reaſonings, it ſoo 
turned ſo cold and indifferent again, that I ws Wi 
neither cold nor hot. In theſe torments d F 
mind I remained all the time of my fſicknei, 
But Gop who is rich in mercy, helped me «i 
the beſt of phyſicians, ſo that I ſoon coull E 
leave my room again. Mean while, the litt 1 
money which I had got at Amſterdam, wa ; : 
greatly reduced, wherefore I was obliged to re. 3 : 
ſolve upon my. return to Germany, though I wlll 
greatly afraid, that as my caſe was known «vm 
Amſterdam, I ſhould be every where diſcovem 3 
by the Jews, 3 


On the 21ſt of October, I left London, and in 4 
my paſſage over to Holland, I was in great dai 

ger of my life at ſea, of which I will gi 
l no circumſtantial account, as my purpoſe « 
only to mention the wonderful ways, by which 
| _ the Loxp has brought me an unworthy finnl 
to the ſaving knowlege of truth, and what hs 
ſome connexion therewith, | | 


T ; 
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- Tus 25th of November following, I travelled 
in the ordinary ' poſt-coach from Utrecht to 
Arnhim, and had another Few in company 
with me. At four o'clock in the afternoon, - 
| we ſaid our evening prayers, in the uſual man- 
ner, for which we were greatly ridiculed by a 
German gentleman, who was alſo in the coach 
with us. He imitated our geſtures, ſhaked his 
head, and moved his tongue. My Few com- 
panion took him up very ſmartly -upon that 
account, and amongſt other things, inſiſted up- 
on the liberty and privileges, which the Jews 
enjoy in all Prote/ant countries. The gentle- 
man replied : It is true, your nation has not 
« only in Holland, but in all Proteſtant coun- 
© tries, very great privileges; but you are ſtill 
“like your fore-fathers. When it fared well 
« with them, they ſerved ' ſtrange gods, and 
<« worſhipped the idols of their Heathen neigh- 
« bours. In this manner, you behave ſtill to 
« this day. You are not in the leaſt ſenſible 
« of the benefits you enjoy in the Chriſtian 
countries, where the goſpel is abundantly 
& preached, and yet you remain in your blind- 
| | C neſs 


pray, the reaſon, why you ſay your prayers : ; 


not able to anſwer theſe queſtions ſufflci. 5 


ſpoke as followeth: & We ſay our prayer iſ 
'  & in the manner, and at the time our pious 
e fore-fathers did. We find that Haac, to- 
de wards evening, went into the field to pray, 
* Geneſis xxiv. 63. Even fo we was com- 
| © manded to bring morning and evening offer- 
ec ings and facrifiee in the temple, The great 


. 
4 neſs and ſtubbornneſs. I own I have laughed 
6 at your ridiculous geſtures in your prayers; 
ic but who can avoid it? You ſhake your 
5 heads like the horſes, when they are ſeized 
« with ſome particular diſorder. How can 
ic you recolle& your thoughts for prayer, and 
« how can it be acceptable to Gop, when 
« your lips move quicker than the wheels of IM 
the poſt=chatiot ? Ought not God to be wer 
« ſhipped in ſpirit and truth? And tell me, I 


«always before ſun-ſet? Is the day not long n 
enough, or can you not chuſe an hour in the 
« night for your prayers?” My companion wa 


ently, I therefore took up the cudyels, and i 


< prophet Elias ſaid alſo his prayers toward 


evening, 
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u evening.” And Daniel and Eſra, prayed 
« thrice a day. Theſe. paſſages of the ſerip- 
« ture will ſufficiently juſtify our cuſtom to 
*« ſay our prayers towards evening.” The 
gentleman anſwered me, That this cuſtom was 
now aboliſhed by the death of our Lord 
Jesus CHRIST, who died at the ninth hour, 
that is, at three o'clock in the afternoon, when 
the evening ſacrifice was uſed to be offered; 
that conſequently there was no more room, for 
a certain ſtipulated time, for prayers, but as of- 
ten as we feel our ſoul moved to prayer by the 
Holy Spirit, ſo often ſhould we draw near the 
throne of Gop in prayer, and worſhip him in 
ſpirit and in truth. I aſked him then, Whe« 
ther he obſerved this himſelf, and whe= 
ether he did pray before he found himſelf 
„moved by the Spirit? As alſo, whether he 
was fully convinced, that his miniſters were 
* always directed by the Spirit of Gop, as of- 
* ten as they made their prayers at a ſtipulated 
time in the church? For, continued I, I 
know as well by the word of Gop, as by 
< my own experience, that we are too much 

<< given 
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0 given to deſtruction; cleave too much to the 
4 viſible things of this world; yea, are but too 
te eaſily diſturbed in our devotion during our 
* prayers. It is truly and certainly our duty 
te to worſhip always the all-ſecing God in ſpi- 
ce rit and in truth ; but how ſeldom are we fit 
for that? You will object that true devotion 
is given us from above, but even fo it 
* proveth, that this is a free gift of Gop, con- 
« ſequently my queſtion : How your miniſters A 
« can always at the flipulated time, offer a ple- Y 
&« ſing ſacrifice of prayers to GOD? will ſtill r- 
&© main unanſwered. And why do you ridi- | 3 
« cule us for moving and ſhaking our heads, ; . 
de during prayer? Do you not thereby reſem- 4 
«ble a Michael, who deſpiſed David when be 
* danced before the Ark of the Covenant? It f 

«doth not depend upon the outward geſture, 
but upon the heart, which is known to Gon, 
«if our prayers ſhall be acceptable to him.“ 


Tux gentleman ſaid upon this, “ My friend! 
<& T have attended to your. diſcourſe with ad- 
% nn; and muſt aſk your pardon for ha- 


6c « yingh 


- 
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< vying tidiculed your way of prayers. For 1 
«« muſt own, I have never heard the like 
4 ſpeech from the mouth of a Few, though 1 
« have converſed with many of them. I wiſh 
« we could be travelling companions as far as 
« Surtzerland; but as this cannot be, I wiſh 
« from my heart, that the LoRD may open 
your eyes more and more, and that you may 
be a worthy follower of your brother in the 
« fleſh, the late Rabbi Fachiel Hirſhlim, who 


a- « was in the years 1746, chriſtened at Zuric,” 
* This gentleman had hardly ſaid theſe laſt words, 
idi- chan my Few companion broke out into vehe- 
ads, ment calumnies againſt the ſaid Rabbi, main- 
_ taining that he had been an impoſtor, and 
1 he mat his only object had been to enrich him- 
E Gif; which not ſucceeding, he was but lately 
ture, come to Amſterdam as a poor beggar, and there 
OD, 


had died and been buried as a Few. This the 
gentleman poſitively contradicted as a moſt no- 
torious falſhood and calumny ; proteſting that 
he had but very lately ſeen him at Zuric, and 
converſed with him upon true Chriſtian and 
edify ing ſubjes, | Eo 


MEANWHILE 
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MzanwniLe I kept his words in my heart, 
and reſolved within myſelf to go to Zuric, and re. 
veal to this:Rabb:n all my doubts concerning the ; 
New Teftament. My | Jew companion, on the 3 
contrary, was greatly diſpleaſed with me, for 
my having entered into, and continued in i Wi 
long a converſation with a Chriſtian, The 
gentleman, who could not but obſerve his dif. Wi 
pleaſure, took at laſt his leave of me in the fol. 
lowing words: O / let your light ſhine befam ; 
men! 1.anſwered : JV bere it is all darkneſs thi 
is nolight. At which words he went away ſor- ; ; 
rowful, - wiſhing that the moſt merciful Go 
might, in me, Call be light out of darkneſs. Wi 


Ir being ſabbath eve when we arrived «fil 
Arnhim, I was obliged to ſtay at this place. 
In the night I took the gentleman's converſa- 
tion with me into further conſideration, and 
earneſtly reſolved to make a journey to Zuris 
and ſee the late Rabbi Fachiel: Hirſhlim, The 
next morning, being the ſabbath, I went © 
the ſynagogue of Arnhim, and after the ſer- 
vice, I was moſt earneſtly deſired by a Jeu, 


12 

named Samuel Jacob Hanau, to accept of a dine 
ner with him, during which, he did, with ano- 
ther Jew, moſt movingly requeſt me to remain 
at Arnhim as Rabbin with them. I rejected 


for WW their propofal at firſt, but in the end J yielded 
ſo to their intreaties, confidering that my money 


"be WW for the continuance of my journey was moſtly 
dif. Went, and the winter near at hand. Beſides 


; : hat, I wiſhed greatly to enjoy ſome - reſt - 


fol 
mor ſtudying the goſpel with more atten- - 
ther tion. In this manner now I was appointed 


B22; at Arnhim, and lived in the houſe of 
WS ame! Jacob Hanau, though I was ſenſible that 
y ſtay could not be for a conſiderable time, 
Ws this place was but a day's journey from Am- 
dum, where all my circumſtances were fully 
own. But I daily caſt my care upon the 
oRD, and confided in his power and mercy to 


and elieye and preſerve me, 
Curls 
The Tux faid Jacob Hanau had a fon of twelve 


ent ears old, whom he committed to my care and 
e ſer - Innſtruction, but with the - expreſs condition 


at I ſhould inſtruct him ſolely in the Bible: 
| which 


; EN | 
which I was greatly ſurpriſed at, as the 72s in 
general chuſe to have their children inſtructei W 
in the Talmud only. This was an inexpreflible 
ſatisfaction to me, as hereby I had the opportu- 
nity openly, and without reſtraint, to read 
daily the Old Teſlament. And as I never di 
fleep above four or five hours, I had tine 
enough left for me to read and meditate upon Wl 
the New Teflament. : 


I was uſed in the houſe of this man rathe Wi 
as a Son, than a Rabbi and ſtranger, and en. | . 
joyed there ſo much comfort, that all my pat 
troubles were almoſt intirely forgot. Tm 2 
things proved beſides very ſatisfactory to m x 
in this houſe,  Fir/!, That the landlord an 
his wife always ſaid their prayers with gret 
devotion, and governed their houſe in the bel 
order. Secondly, That my landlord often con- 
verſed with me in private upon edifying ſubjech 
He was a great admirer of the holy ſcriptur; 
and, on the contrary, had very little opinia 
and eſteem for the Talmud. He often pitie 
and bewailed thoſe parents, who have ther 
| child 
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children inſtructed in the Talmud only; but, 
with regard to the Bible, leave them in the 
greateſt ignorance. He had a thorough know- 
jedge of all the Jewiſh cuſtoms and ceremo- 
nies. He not only omitted the practice of any 
of them, but ridiculed and deſpiſed them. I 
could therefore not admire enough the wiſdom 
of Divine Providence, which had brought me 
to this place, and given me ſo excellent an op- 
portunity of i ee myſelf in the n 


R 7 of the truth. 

fo DutinG my ſtay at Arnbim, it happened, 
7 that a Jew named Scholam, arrived there with a 
o "i womari, named Rebecca, and produced a certis 
* ficate from the Rabbine of the ſynagogue at 
8E Anferdam, ſetting forth, that the ſaid Rebreca 
2. had been a Chriſtian, and turned at Amsterdam 
en t the Jeeih Religion, He gave her a moſt ex- 


cellent character, particularly that he had tried 
her carefully, and had found her perfectly ſin- 
cere. He recommended her therefore, moſt 
earneſtly to all the Jetos at whatſoever place 
ſhe ſhould come, deſiring them to receive her 

E kindly 


opinid 
a pitic 
e thei 


childr 
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kindly and charitably. The Jews at Arnhim, 
were greatly rejoiced at the arrival of theſe two 
perſons,” and particularly Solomon Cohen, who 
was at that time one of the elders of the 6. 
nagegue. They provided every thing for the 
ſubſiſtence and eaſe of Rebecca and her huſband, 
and I was appointed to teach this woman the 
Hebrew tongue, that ſhe might be able to ſay 
the uſual form of prayers. I did nat dare to. 
refuſe the inſtructing of her; but the reader 
will eaſily conceive what torture it muſt have 
been to me, to be made an inſtrument in this 
matter. I often queſtioned her, how ſhe could 
have taken the reſolution to renounce the 
Chriſtian faith, and turn to the Jets, as they 
were every where ſo deſpiſed and oppreſſed? 
But all her anſwers conſiſted in ſuch frightful 
blaſphemies, as I have never heard from a Jeu, 
nor even will dare to mention. My ſurpriſe 
was amazingly great at the patience and long- 
ſuffering of God to bear ſuch Blaſphemers, who 


trample the Son of GoD under their feet, and 


account the blood of the NEW CovkNANT as 
unclean, Yea, it was incomprehenſible to me, 
5 how 


[*.78; ] 
how it was poſſible to paſs from the light to 
darkneſs, particularly as this woman gave 
herſelf out to be the daughter of a Lutheran 
miniſter at Hamburgh, and even proteſted to 
have purpoſed in her mind the change of her 
religion ſeveral years ago, but never could 
find an opportunity to put it in execu- 
tion, till at laſt the ſaid Jew Scholam had 
aſſiſted and brought her to Amſterdam, where 
he alſo had married her. 


I po not know whether or no her ſayings 
were true; her parents are beſt able to tell; 
and if they ſhould as yet be ignorant of what is 
become of her, they will now be informed of 
it, by the account I have here given of her, She 
is a tall perſon, long faced, and brown eyes, 
and is about 35 years old. As for me, I have 
found her out to be an adultreſs like to that de- 
ſcribed in Ezekiel xvi. 33. They give gifts to all 
whores, but thou givęſt thy gifts to all thy lovers, 
and hireft them, that they may come with thee, on 
_ every ſide for thy whoredom » And the contrary is 
in thee from other women in thy whoredoms, 

E 2 whereas 
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"Whereas none followeth thee to commit whoredom: 


And in that thou give/t a reward, and no reward ' 


it given unto thee: And therefore art thou con- 
trary, —— As often as I aſked her for well. 
grounded reaſons, by which ſhe had been 
moved to change her religion, and leave her fa. 
ther and mother, ſhe could give no proper an- 
ſwer, but began to blaſpheme and rail at the 
goſpel, calling it a falſe, fictitious book, adding 
that never ſuch a perſon as JEsuUs had lived in 
the world, and that all its contents were curſed 
lies and fiftions concerning Curisr, I 
objected to her, „ that the Jetos themlelyes 
e could not deny it, but muſt allow that ſuch 
c a one as JESUS, who had declared himſelf to 
c be the MEss1As, had been crucificd, and 
« that even the Talmud gave witneſs of the 
« fat,” Upon this repreſentation, ſhe fell 
into a paſſion with me, and complained to $1- 
lomen Cohen, that I had endeayoured to make 
her ſcrupulous, and thereby ſet him extremely 
againſt me, ſo as to call me to an account, 
O] how great was my vexation then ] to feel 


in myſelf many ſtrifes and uncertainties, to be 
| | 2 ſenſible. 
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ſenſible of my own darkneſs in my heart, and 
peſides this, to have to do with ſuch an in- 
ſtrument of the Devil, and be obliged to hear 
her blaſphemies. This is certainly a hard 


ABouT 


—— 


— 


* I cannot omit for ſome ſpecial reaſons, to add 
here wa obſeryation. It is uſual amongſt 
the Jes that they upbraid us privately and pub- 
lickly, that ſo many Chriſtians, particularly at An- 
ferdam, turn Jews. They have even oftentimes 
thrown it up to myſelf, without being able to con - 
tradict them, till during my ſtay in 1765 at Amfter- 
dam, I made an exact inquiry into the matter, but 
could make no greater diſcovery than that of the 
following few having turned Jews at Anſterdam. 


I. A certain family of Sweden, of which it was re- 


ported that they had already in Sweden profeſſed 
Judaiſm. 


2. A. Nobleman of Lithauen, who gave that ay rea- 
ſon for turning a Few, That he had done it out of 
a particular regard he had for the” beard of the 


Tews, 


3. A Taylor, who if I remember right, was a na- 

tive of Halle in Saxony, and had turned a Jew on 

account of ſome great myſteries and ſecrets, which 
E 3 _ they 
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ABovr this time the Jews at Amſierdam, had 
notice of my being Rabbi at Arnhim, Thu 
was enough to raiſe up a Aame amongſt my 


| brethren after the fleſh at this place. They 
not only acquainted their elder, Solomon Cohen, 


with all my circumſtances, and defired him to 
ſuffer me no longer as their Rabbi at Arnhin, 
but alſo to perſecute me to the utmoſt, as a de. 
nier of Gop, and of their faith, As ſoon 2 
this man had received. this intelligence, he wa 


enraged to the laſt degree againſt me, particu. 


larly 


— _— —_ m— 


they had made him believe to be poſſeſſed of. Bu 


who, after an ineffectual enquiry for thoſe ſecrets, 


had forſaken them again. 


4. 4 Monk from the — country, This 
wicked man did go ſo far in his perverted mind, 
that he ſerved even as an inſtrument to the Jeu to | 


gain. more proſelytes over to them, 


This ſhort account will ſufficiently prove, that not 
only the falſe gloryings of the Jecus about ſo many 
Chriſtians having turned Fes, are void of truth; 
but alſo how greatly it is to be feared that theſe few 
have totally fallen from grace, and rendered them- 
ſelves unfit for faith, MTN 2g to. the ſentence of tire 
Apoſtle. 
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larly as the above-mentioned affair with the 
woman had happened juſt before. He reſolved, 
like Haman, 10 deſtroy me in his wrath, and t6 
put me out of the land of the living. But my 
landlord Facob Hanau, took upon him to en- 
quire more exactly into the caſe, and wrote to 
an intimate friend of his at Anſterdam concern- 
ing me, who returned him for anſwer, that all 
accuſations againſt me had no other ground 
than the ſuppoſed malignity of the foreſinger 
Abraham, who had underhand ſpread them 
about amongſt the Jews, . ſeemingly out ad ha-- 
tred againſt me. 


As ſoon as he had received this letter, he en- 
deayoured, by all manner of-ways, to comfort 
me, declaring and proteſting his reſolution to - 


ſupport and defend me, . with all his might, to 
the laſt drop of his blood, The conſequence of 


this was, that he entirely fell out with Solomon 


Cohen for my ſake ; who, as one of the- elders, 
excommunicated my landlord, though in pri- 
vate, from the ſynagogue; he ſuffered this 


blame patiently for my ſake, which ſurpriſed 
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me greatly. My duty required, therefore, of 
me to prove myſelf thankful to him and his 


friend at Amflerdam, and wrote a letter of 
thanks to the latter. 


| SeveRAL more remarkable things happened 
during my ſtay at Arnhim, which I will, at 
preſent, paſs in ſilence, If the hand of Goy 
has any ſhare in them, they will all be brought to 
licht in due time, to the joy and praiſe of his 
children. 


Tu gth of March, 1763, the ſon of my 
landlord attained to the age of 13 years, and con- 
ſequently became a ſon of the law, that is to 
ſay, he begun now from this time to fin upon 
his own account, whereas before that age, his fa- 
ther was bound to bear his iniquities according 
to the Jewiſh law. Wherefore the Jews uſe to 
obſerve this day with great ſolemnity, The 
next ſabbath-day following, it was neceſſary 
that this ſon of my landlord ſhould read fome- 
thing from the law book. But Solomon Cohen, 
in whoſe houſe the ſynagogue met, oppoſed it. 
My landlord 43 Hanau therefore took the 

laws 
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law-book by force out of the cheſt, WIE 
Cohen wreſted it out of his hands again; and 
quarrelling about it for ſome time, at laſt 
they came to blows, This was now a ſorrow- 
ful ſight to mine eyes, and my heart was filled 
with grief, being conſcious that my friend ſuf- 
fered all this for my ſake ; and dreading every 
moment, that I ſhould have been myſelf drawn 
into their quarrel. But while they were fight- - 
ing, one of the Fews took the opportunity to 
ſlip out of the ſynagogue; and climbing up the 
wall, called out for help. The Chriſtians, 
coming by, raiſed a ladder to che wall, and 
helped him down. That Few ran to the ma- 
giſtrate, requeſting his aſſiſtance. But before 
he could return with the conſtable, to the ſyna- 
gogue, the uproar was almoſt quelled;. Yet. 
notwithſtanding, . Jacob Hanau went alſo to 
the magiſtrate to acquaint him with the affair, 
and returned with a conſtable and orders from 
the-magiſtrate-to Solomon Cohen, That he. ſhould 
never more dare to object againſt Hanau's fon 
reading the law, which orders Solomon Cohen 
Was obliged to comphy-with, - 


E5: I was 
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I was this day fo overwhelmed with grief, 
that I could neither eat nor drink; and per- 
ceived clearly the impoſſibility of continuing 
any longer at Arnhim; for as much as I was 
become the innocent cauſe of theſe miſchiefs 
and diſturbances, But I did not know where 
to go. My landlord: ſoon obſerved the uneaſi- 
neſs of my mind, and deſired me in the moſt af- 
ſectionate terms to make myſelf eaſy, proteſting, 
that, as he had, for my ſake, undergone already 
ſo many troubles, he would alſo further under» 
take to protect me. But I could not help de- 
claring to him, that, though I was greatly 
obliged to him for his friendſhip and love, yet 
I could. not poſſibly ſtay any longer at Arnhim, 
and intended to leave that place about the 1 5th 
of April. Which WH grieved him very 
much. 


5 I awoke in the morning of April the 
ſecond, the following words were deeply im- 
preſſed in my mind: I will inform thee and teach 
thee the way wherein thou ſhalt go; and I will 


| _- thee with mine . Pal, xxxii. 9. Theſe 


Words 
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words afforded me great comfort, and I could 
not admire enough, how the LorD- did ſo gra- 
ciouſly look down upon me a miſerable ſinner; 
My heart was quite revived within me, but 
my unbelief ſoon. wreſted this comfort from my 
ſoul, I fell down on my knees and ſighed in 
prayer to Gor. O! LoRD, hearken unto my 
voice | have merey upon me and hear me] Teach 
me thy way, O Lord | and lead me in the right 
way, becauſe of mine enemies. How- long wil 
thou forget me, and hide thy face from me? O. 
LokD, ſave my ſoul, that the enemy may not re- 
jeice at me. By this I ſhall know that thou haſt ; 
pleaſure in my ſoul, Hear me, for thy name's. 
ſale "0 | 


SOME days after, Jacob Hanau came again, 
and endeavoured in the moſt moving terms to 
perſuade me to ſtay with him. But as I per- 1 
0 liſted in my reſolution to depart, his friendſhip - * 
N turned into hatred, and he left me in great 
þ auger. 


, Ar laſt J left this place; but I was no ſooner - 
1 gene, than J repented of it, and began to mur- 
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mur like the children of Iſrael in the wilderneſs, 
| who were fed with manna from the clouds, and 
yet luſted after the fleſh-pots of Egypt. I called 
back tomy mind the many comforts I had met 
with at Anbim, and though I had no cauſe as 
yet, nevertheleſs I longed to turn back to my 
Egypt again, and even wrote ſome letters to 
Jacob Hanau, with expectation to be called 
back by. him. But my hopes were. in vain, he 
being now incenſed with anger againſt me, 


Tur 13th of May following, I arrived at 
Weſel, where I was again appointed Rabbi of 
the ſynagogue. At this place I was in a moſt 
miſerable ſituation. On one fide my con- 
ſcience accuſed me of having betrayed the S8 A- 
VIOUR, and his words, Matth. x. I boſocver 
denyeth me before men, him wall I alſo deny before 
my FATHER which is in heaven, were always 
like a gnawing worm in my heart, On the 
other ſide, my wicked heart tormented me with 
many objections againſt the truth of the Goſpel, 
and particularly with dreadful thoughts about 
the difference there is of religions amongſt 


Chri/tians, 


run 
Chriſtians, Satan tried to fift me like wheat, 
of the Roman Prieſts in my journey from Neu- 
len to Bonn, returned to my mind, and often- 
times I alſo remembered the words of the Rab- 
bine in Saxony. Therefore I thought it to be 
the fure way for me to turn to the Roman Ca- 
tholick Church: This thought became of greater 
force, when I called to my remembrance how 
lovingly and kindly the priefts, at my native 
town, had behaved to me, and how much trou- 
ble they took upon them for my ſake; and 
when beſides, I repreſented to myſelf, that by 
their means I might recover alſo my child 
again, which my heart earneſtly longed for. 


Ar laſt J did go ſo far, as to write, July the 
26th, a circumſtantial letter to the biſhop of 
Keulen, deſiring a ſpeedy anſwer by the return 
of the poſt, But at my ſealing this letter, my 
hand began to ſhake to ſuch a degree, that the 
wax fell out of my hand, and from my inward 
anxiety I was forced to call out. O! Lorp! 


. what wilt thou have me do? Satan left not off 


ſtirring 


E 
ſtirring me up to ſeal the letter, and deliver it ty 
the poſt ; but I could not do it; for as ſoon as [ 
took the wax up again, my hands began to 
ſhake afreſh, and in ſuch an extraordinary man- 
ner, that I could not compleat the ſealing of it. 
At laſt I gathered all my ſtrength, and wanted 
abſolutely to overcome my weakneſs, but I had 
.no ſooner applied the wax to the candle, than it 
dropped down. on. my hand, . and it gave me 
ſuch pain, that I was obliged to throw it 

away. Now I was fully ſenſible, . that it was 
not the will of Gop: that I ſhould ſend. this let- 
ter away. And on ſighing again to the Lozp; 
What ſball I do, O] Lorp, and how long wil 
thou . leave me in my troubles ? I took the letter, 
and locked it up in my trunk. | 


Tux next day, being Fuly.27, was the ſab- 
bath, in which I was. to go to the ſynagogue. 
During the ſervice, two Chriſtian miſſionaries, 
from the Jewiſh Oriental Inſtitute at Halle, for 
preaching the Goſpel to the Fews, entered the 
ſynagogue. I was greatly ſurpriſed . at their 
reverence and devotion in hearing the. lecturer 
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read the book of the law, They ſtayed till tie 
ſervice was over; after which, they addreſſed 
the congregation with a ſhort ſermon, and ex- 
| horted them from the following text of 1ſatas i; 
14 and 15. Your new. moons and your appointed 
feaſts, my ſoul: hateth. They are a trouble to me, 
J. am weary-to bear them. And -when ye ſpread 
forth your hands, I will hide my. eyes from you : 
Yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear; 
for your hands are full of blond. I attended 
with amazement and ſurpriſe to their exhorta- 
tion; yea, I could hardly believe them to be 
born Chri/tians, as they ſpoke the Hebrew ſo 
fluently, and thought them rather to be Fetus 
who had been chriſtened. My heart and ſpirit 
were awakened, and I. wiſhed nothing ſo much 
as to find an opportunity to converſe with them 
more intimately. All the other Jews began to 
deride and revile them, which. pricking me to 
the heart, I admoniſhed them to let them be at 
peace, and addreſſed the miſſionaries in the fol- 
lowing words. It is true that the prophet, by 
_ © the afore- mentioned paſſage, very earneſtly 
e regroveth the wicked 1fraelites; but it is 

« alſo. 
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4 true, and contributes not a little to our 


&« comfort, what he ſays in the 18th verſe, 


6 Come now and let us reaſon together, ſaith thi | 


t Loxp'! Though your fins be as ſcarlet, yet they 
* ſhall be as white as ſnow ; though they be red 
& like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool.” My bre- 
thren after the fleſh were offended at my 
entering into a diſpute with them, and ran 
all away. Hereupon the miſſionaries gave me 


to underſtand, that they ſhould be pleaſed 


with a private converſation with me on this 


ſubject. I anſwered them, That it would 


be molt agreeable to me, and deſired them to 
meet me in the afternoon at the houſe of one 
Mr. Gros, No. 13, in the Neder-ftreet, where 


I I ſhould: have an opportunity of talking with 
them in private. I went home, and had very 


angry looks from my brethren, for my having 
ſpoke to theſe hereticks, who were, ſaid they, 
defpicable men, travelling about the world to 
diſpute with the Fews, ſpeaking at firſt ſoft 
and pleaſing. to them; but at laſt intruding 
w_ them that * of Nazareth, hom they 


would 
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would make them believe to be the trug Meſ- 
aas. Mean while I wiſhed the dinner over. 


As ſoon as grace after dinner was ſaid, I 
went to the place appointed, defired the land- 
lady to ſhew-me a private-room z ordered ſome 
coffee, and promiſed to pay her the expence 
next day. Not long after one of the miſſiona- 
ries entered. We drank coffee together, but I 
did not reveal to him any thing of what had 
already paſſed in my heart, His firſt diſeourſe 
was taken from the gth chapter of Daniel, 
whereby he endeavoured to prove, that the ap- 
pointed time of the coming of the Adeffias was 
expired long ago; as alſo that JESUS of Naza- 
rh muſt be the true Mefſias, who, according 
to Geneſis iii, Had bruiſed the head of the ſerpent, 
and by his ſufferings and atonement, according 
to Tſaias liii, had gained for us the true righte- 
ouſneſs before Gop. I anſwered him, My 2 
« friend, you proceed too faſt, It ſeems you | 
will by one ſtroke caſt down a large tree, | 
* and even with one hand root it out from the 
ground. I do not believe you will do any 


« good 
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good in this manner. You begin with ſuch 
c matters, which it is impoſſible to treat of per. 
« fectly, in ſo ſhort a time, Let us rather 
„improve upon the few minutes we have left 
* to us, and converſe upon more neceſſary 
points of the word of Gop, without con- 
„founding and perplexing ourſelves with dif. 
C ficult chronolegies.” Upon this the miſſionary 
produced two books, viz. the Old Teftament in 
the Hebrew, and New Teſtament in the Germa 
language; put them upon the table, and aid: 
This book of the Old T:fament, is the book 
& of Prophecy. And this book of the New 7% 
& tament is the book of fulfilling. Will you 
* agree to that?” I replied, * As for the Oli 
« Teſtament, I have no objection; but with re- 
„ gard to the New Te/tament, I: muſt own that 
J cannot accept of it as true, becauſe it 

© contradicts not only the Old Teſſament in 
: * many. places, but even contradicts itſelf i 
<« ſome, Each Evangeliſt. differs from the 
other in his hiſtory. or deſcription, Beſides 
& there are ſo many Goſpels in the world; the 
* Reman Catbolicts have one after their mind; 
| ce the. 
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« the Lutherans one after theirs; and the Re- 
& formers another again. Which is now the 
« right. one?” The miſſionary anſwered: 
« What regards the latter part of your ſpeech, 
J apprehend, that your repreſentations ariſe 
from a falſe conception, whereby Satan is at 
e the ſame time bufy to deceive and torment 
you with many prejudices, I can. proteſt to 
e you, in truth, that there is but one goſpel. 
« The queſtion is only, which party compre- 
« hends the right fenſe of the holy Spirit, But 
« as for the firſt part of your ſpeech, concern 
* ing the apparent contradictions in the New 
% Teſtament, I cannot deny but that often ſuch. 
« difficulties occur, which like the ſons of the 
&« Anakims, ſeem not to be overcome, but yet 
© are eaſy to be anſwered, I am deſirous, my 
« dear Rabbi, to have ſome of I places m men- 


; « tioned: by rm h 
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- HERE I have now a large field before me to 
# enlarge my narrative, if I ſhould' relate to the 
| 1 reader all the queſtions I put to the miſſionary, 
% together with his anſwers, But as that would 


ſwell. 
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him at the ſame houſe, but our time was too 


#7 
fwell this narrative to too great a length, I will 
only mention, that our converſation continued 
above three hours, and that the afſionary an- | 
ſwered many points in ſo excellent and judi- 
cious a manner, that I could not otherwiſe but 
approve of it with yes and amen. And though 
ſeveral things remained obſcure-which J could 
not comprehend, his converſation was not 
without ſome good effect and bleſſing to me. 


Tu next day I had another interview with 


ſhort for the ſubject, He admoniſhed me from 
the bottom of his heart to have compaſſion on 
my ſoul, which could be ſaved by none but 1 
the Lord JEsus CHRIST. But my tongue 
ſeemed as if tied up: I was not able to open 
myſelf to him. Nevertheleſs, he ſeemed to ob- ' 
ſerve that I was inwardly convinced, and he ' 
left me with the e words. | $ 
U 


Tus Lonp ſhall 15 thee out of Zion. 40 


7 
than ſhalt ſee the good of Feruſalem all the days of Wil «, 
ly life, I parted with great reluctance from I | 
a 


him, 
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him, as my conſcience accuſed me of having 


neglected a fair opportunity to diſcover myſelf; 
yea even to have. thereby again denied the 
Lord Jesvs Cuntsr with my mouth. My 
heart was overcome with inexpreſſible anxiety, 
thinking that now all was loſt; and of this fin, 
no more forgiveneſs to be had, I cried aloud : 
0! Lon JEsus! Ts there ftill pardon to be had 
for this ſin ? I run through every ſtreet, in hopes 
of meeting with the miſſionary again; but my 
trouble was in vain, W augmented my grief 
the more vehemently * 

Wi 
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In confirmation of the above narrative, I cannot 
omit to add the following remark. The miſſionary 
who addreſſed the Jews In the ſynagogue, was my- 
ſelf, And my companion Mr. John Martin Meuter, 
was he, who met and converſed with the author 
Solomon Duit/ch. I remember yet but too well, that 
ue were both greatly ſurpriſed at his knowledge in 
the New Te/fament, and therefore ſuſpected, whe- 
ther he might not formerly have been chriſtened ; on 
which point I did in particular queſtion him; But 
his genuine and ſincere narrative, as above, fully 
aſcertaineth now that our r ſolpicions were ground-. 

| leſs, 
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Nor long after, two Fews arrived at JV,ſ;/ 
from Hungary, whom I had an opportunity to 


converſe with. Without diſcovering myſelt 
to them, I aſked them whether they had been 

Myfſlaedel, and what news they had from that 
place ? They gave me then a circumſtantial 
account of what had happened at that place 
with one Solomon Duitſch ; how this villain had 
been baniſhed and perſecuted to the laſt degree, 
and his wife had been married ſince to another, 
This account of theirs did vex me moſt ſen- 
ſibly, wherefore I was forced to turn aſide from 


them, and to give my tears a free diſcharge, | 


From this time, my heart and ſpirits grew fo 
dull and gloomy, that I could not read one 
chapter of the Bible with benefit, and therefore 


3 
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he - 


leſs. Tt moveth me therefore to a moſt hearty praiſe 
of the Logp, who has left our weak endeavours 
for the good of this people, not without ſome bleſs- 
ing. May the faithful Lox D and Saviour continue 
to have a watchful eye upon the Jewiſh Oriental 
Inſtitute at Halle, and graciouſly proſper its endea- 
vours for ſpreading the Goſpel amongſt theſe loſt 
| ſheep of the e to the * and glory 
of his name. Amen, 


Was 


e ww . an 
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us obliged to relieve and ſettle myſelf by ta- 
king ſolitary walks. One day I met a gentle- 


man leading his little daughter by the hand, 
which ſeemed to me exactly like my own 
daughter. My heart was melting for grief at 


this ſight. Immediately after, I paſſed a ſol- 
dier ſtanding ſentry at his poſt, who ſaluted 


me friendly, and wiſhed me peace in the He- 
brew tongue. I aſked him, How he came 
to know me?” He anſwered : That he had 
« his quarters at Mr. Groſs's in the Neder- 
« ſtreet, where he had liſtened ſome time ago 
« at my room door, and heard me talk, to his 
great ſurpriſe, with the miſſionary.” This 
frightened me, conſidering that the Jets would 


now be informed of the matter, and that it 


would be productive of a great deal of trouble 


to me. To ſuch a depth was the fear of man 


rooted in me. I told him, that in fact I had 
read the New Teſſament, but that I could not 
underſtand it, wherefore I wiſhed to get a com- 
mentary thereof in my poſſeſſion. He recom- 
mended me Lampin's Covenant of Grace, in 
b vols. as alſo Mel's Seven Thunder Speeches, 


in 


— — — 


. — 
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in 2 vols. It ſeemed: to me ſomevyhat remark, 
able, that, having formerly. received the Nay 
Teſtament firſt of a ſoldier, I Ihould now recein 
intelligence of a commentary thereon by a ſol. 
dier alſo. I was very deſirous of having thel 
books, and therefore immediately went to 
bookſeller, named Bredo, to purchaſe them; bu 
meeting with- his daughter,. ſhe told me, tha 
her father was not provided with them at pre 
ſent, but could ſoon get them for me. I wen 
away without taking farther notice, and cane 
to one Mr. Roeder, of whom I got thek 
* N 


O the 17th of October, I reſolved to make 
a journey to Leuwaarden ; my motive was this 
that I had ſeen formerly. in Arnhim, a pan- 
phlet containing a dialogue between an emi- 
nent and religious merchant of that place, anda 
Rabbi of the Fetus. I deſired, therefore, to ſe 
that merchant, and to make myſelf known i 
him. Being in want of ſome neceſſaries for my 
journey, I went out to buy them; when Pro- 
vidence directed me to the ſhop of one M. 
Bird, 
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" Bird. His wife no ſooner ſet her eyes upon 
me, than ſhe accoſted me in the following 
words: O ! my friend! when will you begin 
.o open your eyes ?” I was ſurpriſed at ſuch 
a ſpeech from one who had never before ſeen, 


n me. But I made her the following free an- 
I ber. O!] my dear madam ] you think I am 
« ſtill blind, but I hope to have already re- 
wm © ceived my ſight.” She ſeemed to wonder at 
ay my anſwer, and left me without ſaying a word 
"WF cnore. 
cam 
* Ar my return home, I was ſolicited by the 
| Jews to go to Santen, and to ſettle, and fill up a 
marriage contract between a couple of Jews at 
= that place. The next day before my ſetting 
* out, I went to buy a penknife, and was again, 
_ quite unawares, like a blind man, carried to 
* the ſame ſhop of Mr. Bird. In a few minutes 
4 


after, Mr. Matthias Joriſſen, a licentiate in di- 
vinity, and brother to Mrs. Bird, entered alſo, 
and deſired me to ſtep into his room, I ac- 
cepted his invitation, and had a long converſa- 
tion upon the New Te/tament with him ; and, in 

F particular, 
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particular, I deſired him to give me an explana 


tion of the words in Luke xxii. 35 to 38, which 
I had read that very morning. But the time 
being too ſhort, T was obliged to leave hin, 
'with a promiſe to viſit him again after my re. 
turn from Santen. 


' Trovcn matters were thus ſettled, Mr, 
Forifſen ſent Mr. Bird's ſon after me with 1 
letter, who delivered it to me as I was ſtepping 
into the poſt-coach ; but notwithſtanding ny 
great deſire, I could not read it until my art 
val at Santen, where I read it with great edifics 


- *tion and benefit, it containing a compleat ex- 


plication of the words of Luke xxii. 35. M. 


Joriſſen deſired me to give him in return, my 


opinion of 1 Cor. i. 21. My heart was ſe 
greatly affected at the reading of this letter, 
that I could not forbear retiring to a p ivate 


place, to bow my knees unto the Lord JES. 


CHRIST, But Satan and my wicked heart, 
did ſoon after deſtroy the ſalutary effect of 


tte contents thereof, particularly as I was, 
EE , ; . 2 . for 
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for ſome days, buſy in ſettling the mar- 
riage contract. 


In the morning of Oober the 24th, as I was 


employed in meditating upon the 22d chapter 


of the prophecy of Ezeliel, the following words 
of the 25th verſe, ſeemed to me particularly re- 
markable. I have delivered them to a doctrine, 
that is not good, and to laws, in which they can 
have no life. Notwithſtanding all my endea- 
vours, I could not dive into, and comprehend 
the ſpiritual ſenſe of this paſſage. I deſired 
therefore a Rabbi, who was my travelling com- 


panion, on my return to Maſel, to give me an 


explication thereof. But he returned me a 
ſhort anſwer, ſaying, ** I have never in my life 
e troubled myſelf with reading the prophets ; 
&« why ſhould I waſte my time with that, when 
“I can beſtow it much better on reading the 
* Talmug?” I aſked him whether it was not 
allowed to read the word of Gop? % No!” 
anſwered he, We have no need to under. 
« ftand it, We have enough to do with the 
Talmud, and all thoſe who have attempted to 

F 2 „ ſtudy - 
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4 ftudy the prophets, have at laſt turned here. 
e ticks and Epicures,” He then reproved me, 
and cautioned me not to ſpend my time in 
ſo uſeleſs a ſtudy, It was impoſſible for me to 
remain ſilent. I aſked him, therefore, Whe- 
& ther all theſe Rabbi's, who had written ex- 
α planatory notes and annotations upon the 
c holy ſcriptures, ſuch as Kimchy, Aben 567 
6 Abarbanel, &c. were accounted hereticks ? 
As alſo, why every ſabbath-day, the holy 
< ſcriptures were read in the ſynagogue ? And 
for what purpoſe the ſcripture had been gi- 
ce yen, if it were not permitted for us to read 
it?“ Theſe queſtions put him in a paſſion 
with me, ſo that I was obliged to drop the dif. 
courſe, From this hour I had no more eaſe 
ner reſt, while I ſtayed with the Fews, and 
thereby denied the Lord JesvUs Curr before 
men. I therefore reſolved to quit Weſel, and 
acquainted the Fews of my purpoſe, bidding 
them farewel. 


Tux 4th of November, I waited upon Mr. 
Joriſſen, to take leave, and to return him 
; thanks 
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thanks for his letter. And during our conver- 
ſation, my heart was ſo very full, that I could 
no longer reſtrain myſelf from diſcovering to 
him the true ſituation of my ſoul. Yea, it 
ſeemed to me as if my tongue was unlovſed, and 
that I was compelled to ſpeak, and declare to 
him what the Loxp had done for my ſoul ; and 
that he had viſited me in ſuch a manner, that I 
could find no longer reſt amongſt the Jer. 
% Now,” ſaid I, ** is the fruit come to its matu- 
« rity, and the time accompliſhed, wherein I ſhall 
« be offered up unto the LORD with praiſe and 
« thankſgiring. Now I muff confeſs the name of 
« my King, Ixsus CHRIST, publickly before men; 
« it may be either for life or for death.” And at 
this intercourſe, I diſcovered to Mr. Joriſſen 
my intent to go to Leuwaarden, and defired his 
good offices, and alſo letters of recommenda- 
tion for the better executing of my deſign. 
Every body will eaſily conceive the joy this de- 
claration raiſed in that gentleman's breaſt, as 
nothing can be more rejoicing to a child of 
Gon, than to ſee the kingdom of CHRIS ex- | 
tended ; and, in particular, when the ſheep of 
F 3 the 
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the houſe of Jſ-ael are gathered into his fold; 


wherefore their continual prayer is, Thy king- 
dom come 


Mx. orien deſired me to call upon him 


again in the evening, and promiſed his good 
offices to do as I had requeſted. I returned at 
the time appointed, and found the reverend 
Mr. de Wylick, of the French congregation, 
with him. I had a long conference with this 
miniſter ; after which, it was unanimouſly re- 
folved, that I ſhould remain at Veſel, and be 
received at this place into the Chriftian church 
community. Mr. Bird, with ſome other 
friends, was to provide me with board, lodg- 
ing, Ce. It is impoſſible for me to expreſs 
the ſatisfaftion of my heart at this time, I of- 

ten called my brother, the Rabbi in Saxony, 
to my remembrance, and wiſhed him to be pre- 
ſent to ſee, that his prejudices againſt the 
Chriſtians, were nothing elſe but a trick of Satan. 


Tas Monday following at five o'clock, a 
man came to fetch my things from my houſe, 
and 
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and to carry them to the houſe of Mr. Joriſſen's 
father ; during which time, I paſſed the day 
with Mr. Bird. I bad already bid farewel to 
my brethren after the fleſh, But as they were 
iznorant of the place where I was going to, 
they began to be uneaſy, ran to the poſt-houſe, 
and to all the gates of the city to enquire for 
me ; and, when they could get no intelligence - 
of me, they broke out into an enormous howl- 
ing and lamentation, as it was afterwards re- 
ported to me. Towards. evening, I was con- 
ducted to the houſe of a worthy man, named 
Arnold von Mock, maſter of the reformed 
fthool, wherein I had a room aſſigned for my 
own uſe, and ſeveral of the beſt and moſt in-, 
ſtructive books delivered to me, Some days 
after, Mr. Forifſen gave me alſo the Account of 
the converſion of Rabbi Jachiel Hirſchlim, which 
was moſt ſuitable to my circumſtances and con- 
dition, : Ne 


Ar firſt I was viſited by a great concourſe of 
Chriſtians, which greatly obſtructed my read- 
ing, and meditating upon the word of Gon, 
E 4 But 


1 

But the Jews contrived, by every art in their 
power, to divert me from my purpoſe and reſo. 
lution ; and when they could not ſucceed, thy 
endeavoured (as it- is uſual with them) to 
bring me into diſcredit amongſt the Chriſ 
tians, by giving me a bad character. During 
the firſt three weeks, I for conſcience ſake 
could not eat the victuals of the Chriſtians; 
I lived upon nothing elſe but bread, butter, 
coftce, beer or wine, But what ſurprifed me 
moſt, was, that during this whole time, not one 
of the miniſters of the church enquired after 
me, nor made the leaſt ſign of inſtructing me in 
the truth of the Chriſtian religion. Satan, or I 
may rather ſay, my own wicked and prond 
heart, took occaſion from thence to torment 
me with many ſcruples and ſuſpicions, I pre- 
ſumed they would behave as the Roman Prisfts 
in my native town did, who, without my ſcek- 
ing or requeſt, viſited me ſeveral times of their 
own accord. At laſt, Mr. Joriſſen came ons 
evening, and aſked me, whether I would £0 
with him to a miniſter? I joyfully anſwered 
him, Yes ! Accordingly we went together to the 
| reverend 
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reverend Mr, IWindies, where we met alſo the 
reverend Mr. Carp. They put ſeveral queſ- 
tions to me, which I anſwered according as the 
Lord directed my tongue. At our parting - 
with them, I plainly obſerved, that fome miſ- 
underſtanding did ſubſiſt between them and Mr. 
Foriſſen, as the reverend Mr. Carp made uſe of 
the following expreſſion to me: Mr. Forifſen 
&« hall be your Rabbi.” Which words ſeemed 
to me very ſtrange, and produced, all the fol- 
lowing night, great uneaſineſs in my mind. 


Tux next morning, as I was, according to 
cuſtom, going to read in the Bible, I turned up: 
the 5th chapter of Exzetiel, whereof the follow- 
ing words of the 1ſt verſe, ſeemed to me very 
remarkable: And thou ſon of man, take thee a 
Harp knife, take thee a barber's razor, and cauſe 
it to paſs upon thine head, and upon thy beard : 
Then take thee balances to weigh, and divide the © 
hair. I could not wonder enough, how the 
LokD, who in Leviticus xix. had expreſly forbid. 
the children of Iſrael to ſhave their beards, could 
give ſo oppoſite a command unto Ezekiel, who 

| F 5 was 
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was even both a prigſ and a prophet, My ſur. 
priſe increaſed ſtill more, on my taking notice, 
that the prophet made not the leaſt objection 
againſt this command, though he had made it 
in the 4th chapter on another occaſion. While 
I was thus deliberating within myſelf, I felt a 
great emotion of mind, as if theſe words were 
expreſly addreſſed to myſelf, as they were for- 
merly to the prophet. I ſtrove againſt theſe 
thoughts, but could find neither eaſe nor reſt in 
my ſoul, and was continually reproved in my 
heart: How long wilt thou remain in bondage to 
the law ? How long wilt thou oppoſe the word of 
Gop? In this my anxiety, I fell down on my 
knees and ſighed: O Lord ! what wilt thou 
haus me de Strengthen me to fight againſt my 
' Wicked heart, to deny myſelf, and to perform thy 
holy will, Then I took the ſciſſars in my right 
hand, and a glaſs in the left, and began to cut 
off my beard, trembling and ſhaking, It is in- 
expreſible, what emotions 1 felt in my heart, 
during this tranſad ion, which laſted near two 
hours. At laſt I laid myſelf down to reſt; and 
when I awakened, my heart was ſo eaſy and 

comforted, 
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comforted, that I could praiſe the Loxp hear- 
tily, for the help and affiſtance he had given 
me. O! that I could at all times, and at 
all opportunities believe ſtedfaſtly, that he 
would help me, and put my truſt intirely in 
him. 4 1 


Taz next Sunday, I went, for the firſt time, 
tochurch, to hear the word of Gop, I can-- 
not ſay that I reaped any particular benefit 
from the ſermon; yet I was much pleaſed. 

with the manner of the Chri/ftian' worfhip, ſo 
that I often wiſhed : O] that my brethren after 
the fleſh, were here preſent with me. Cer- 
tainly they would be aſhamed of the ignorance - 
and irregularity, ſo cuſtomary in their ſyna- 


Ix this manner I paſſed my time until the 
4th of February, folitary in my room, partly in 
reading and meditating upon the word of Gob, . 
partly in reading pious books of divinity, and 
partly in fervent prayers. . But concerning my 
inſtruction in. Cbriſtianity, I will not conceal 
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the truth for fear of men, but freely declare the 
fact. Thou, O! Lorp, wilt give me wiſdom 
and prudence to mention nothing in bitterneſs of 
mind, but in ſuch a manner as thy name may be 
| Fherified, and thy praiſe be magnified in the gates 
of the daughters of Zion. I will be ſhbrt in my 
Narrative, and leave the reſt to the reader's own 


22, reflexion. 


nate the 4th of November 1765, to the 
4th of February, 1766, I had but once, and 
this even no longer than an hour, an opportu- 
nity to ſpeak with the reverend Mr, Vindies. 
It was not my fault, On the contrary, I had 
often ſent my landlord's ſervant to the mi- 
niſters, and particularly to the reverend Mr, 
Snyder, to enquire when it would be ſuitable 
for them to have a converſation with me. But 
it ſeemed, that their avocations did not permit 
them to gratify my requeſts; and thereby I was 
left to the grief of my heart. At laſt, I heard 
that the ſaid Mr. Snyder had declared, that he 
would have nothing to do with me, becauſe he 
had very lately been impoſed upon by a woman 
. 1 of 
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of my nation, who had defired to be chriſtened ; - 
and obſerving alſo, that my ſending the ſer- 
vant to other miniſters was to no purpoſe, k 
went in perſon and waited upon them ; but it 


had no ¶ Hr effect. Theſe difficulties now gave 
the tempFr an egregious opportunity to put 


me, by various miſrepreſentations, to a great 
ſtreſs of mind, to diſhearten me, and to quench 
the few ſparks remaining in my heart, O! if 
the Loxp had then not in mercy watched 
over me, I ſhould have been moſt wretched and 
miſerable, But it is an eternal truth, that 
Jesvs the faithful SAviou, ſeeketh the trou- 
bled ſou], inquireth after her, and calleth out 
to her: Why weepe/t thou? Whom ſeekeft thou ? 
By which that ſoul is taught and inſtructed to 
turn away from all human help, to put no 
truſt in men, and intirely to rely on the Lord, 


who will turn every thing to her advantage and 
benefit. ID | | 


Tux 4th of February, 1766, my landlord 
Arnold von Mook, with his family and myſelf, 
| were invited to ſupper about ſeven o'clock in 
the 
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the evening, by the reverend Mr. Carp. Ac. 
cordingly we went there all together, and af. 
ter we had paſſed a couple of hours in conver. 
fation, we ſat down at table. During ſupper, 
the miniſter began to aſk each of us about the 
condition of his heart. I ſighed to Gop to 
give me grace to. declare or ſpeak the truth 
freely, and without fear of men. At laſt it was 
my turn to anſwer to the miniſter's queſtion : 
Salomon, how flands your heart affefied ? I an- 
fwered nearly in the following words: I can- 
not clearly comprehend your reverence's 
<&< queſtion. If you conſider me as an im- 
„ poſtor, I am unworthy. to be in your com- 
<« pany, and do not deferve to have this queſ- 
tion put tome. And do you conſider me as a 
“ ſoul that is thirſty: and hungry after the ſa- 
t ving truth; and to which nothing is of ſo 
« great a concern as its ſalvation ; you may 
s eaſily judge what condition ſuch a ſoul muſt 
d be in, when in her hunger and thirſt, ſhe 
remains unſatisfied, and almoſt fainting and 
« periſhing. I muſt now ſpeak, happen what 
« will. It is now already 13 weeks, ſince I 


have 
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« have applied to the Reformed community of 
| « this city, to be received as a member thereof. 
« ] have from time to time, flattered myſelf 
« with the hopes to be inſtructed in the know- 
« ledge of the truth, neceſſary for a Chriſtian 
« unto ſalvation, But my expectations have 
« been in vain to this very day, and I have 
« been left like a ſheep without a ſhepherd, 
Not one of the ſhepherds, that ought to 
« feed the flock, has all this time turned his 
« face to me, and all my applications for that 
« purpoſe, have been fruitleſs. My landlord 
« is here preſent, and can atteſt how often I 
« have ſent his ſervant, and how often I have 
© myſelf perſonally applied to them for their 
« aid, to no manner of purpoſe. Conſidering - 
« theſe circumſtances, I have no other anſwer 
eto your queſtion, how it fares with my heart? 


If you were not willing to inſtruct me in the 
« Chriſtian religion, and to receive me into 


« your congregation ; why are you afraid to 
« tell it me? I ſhould then know, which way I 
tam to act. The LorD, who has led me fo 
fur, would certainly not leave his work un- 
| «« finiſhed 
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© finiſhed in me.” I was not able to ſpeak a 
word more; a flood of tears guſhing out of 
mine eyes, and interrupting my ſpeech, 
The miniſter endeavoured to comfort me, 
But now I could not be comforted ; and when 
grace was ſaid after ſupper, I betook myſelf 
in grief, home to my lodging. The conſe- 
quence of this was, that this miniſter made 
now a beginning to inſtruct me, from Lampen's 
book of The Covenant of Grace, and procured 
me a monthly penſion of Z Iouis d'or, from the 
magiſtrate, But it ſeems, that he had no more 


time to beſtow but once a fortnight to in- 
ſtruct me. 


In this manner, I paſſed my time again, un- 
til the 28th of March following. I often com- 
plained to my few friends, but I found none to 
help me further than to pity my caſe, From 
hence I conjectured, that neceſſarily ſome par- 
ticular reaſon muſt exiſt, for my being in this 
manner neglected by the miniſtry ; but I could 
not come to the bottem of it. However, at 
laſt, I heard it whifpered amongſt my friends, 
that 
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that the moſt likely cauſe of it was this, that 
Mr. Bird and M. Joriſſen, with fome other 
friends, had taken my part, and provided for 
me. As ſoon as I was informed of this con - 
jecture, my ſou] was tormented with many 
doubts and temptations, which made me re- 
ſolve to purſue my former reſolution of going 
to Leuwaarden, and to throw all my care upon 
the Loxp. I diſcovered it to ſome of my moſt 
intimate friends, who objected againſt it, be- 
cauſe I ſhould thereby run the riſk of being 
looked upon as an impoſtor and cheat, in all 
other places I came to. The reader will not 
wonder, if I muſt here acknowledge that my > 
| heart was greatly difcouraged, and pulled down 
by theſe circumſtances 8. - 


Aout 


It is eaſy to comprehend that theſe circumſtances 
muſt have cauſed many vexations in the heart of the 
author, conſidering, in particular, his natural tem- 
per. Nevertheleſs one ſhould alſo be cautious in 
judging the miniſters at Veſel too raſhly, as this Nar- 

rative is but from one ſide, and as perhaps many 
circumſtances and reaſons may have hindered our 

proſelyte from a more ſpeedy æſſiſtance from them. 
N. X. 
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AzovuT this time it happened, that a Jeu 
named Levy viſited me, pretending that he had 
for a conſiderable time ſought- an opportunity 
to have a private conference with me, but had 
never ventured to come to me for fear of the 
Fews, I received him kindly, and aſked what 
was his defire? He anſwered me with an 
anxious and troubled heart: O] Rabbi, my 
4 deſire is none other than to aſk your advice, 
* what 1 am to do: I have felt a conſiderable 
. cc time 


* * 


N. J. There is no need of judging the miniſters 
in this caſe, If an enlightened and experienced 
mind, will conſider rightly what has paſſed from the 
beginning to the laſt, with the author, what a ſupe · 
rior and immenſely infintte greater teacher and lea: 
der than all mankind he had both to inſtruct and 
direct him; he may eaſily find that the hand of pro- 
vidence was rather the immediate cauſe of the back- 
wardneſs of the miniſters in inſtructing him, and 
that it was not the will of Gop, to have the author 
to be a Chriſtian by an outward religion, and form 
of Chriſtianity, (as by doctrine and baptiſm, Oc.) 
but a Chriſtian by deed and works of faith in the 
ſtrength of the Spirit. The immediate work of Go 
will never ſuffer to be hindered by the work of 
Nan. K 


„ 


E- "AF." I 
« time ſince, ſo many and uncommon emo- 
« tions and diſturbances in my heart, that I 
« did not know. what to do, and where to turn 
« myſelf for relief.“ I replied, << My dear bro- 
« ther | I muſt irt deſire you not to give me 
any more the title of Rabbi, which doth not 
« helong to me, as I rather want to be a diſci- 
«ple. And as to what concerns your requeſt 
for me to give you advice, I muſt own, it 
« ſeems ſomewhat extraordinary, to aſk it of 
« me, as you cannot be ignorant of my being 
« on the point to turn a Chriſtian ; and there- 
« fore it is to be feared, that you would not 
« take and follow my advice. Yet let me aſk 
you one queſtion. - What doth your anxiety - 
particularly ariſe from?“ I do not know it 
*« rightly myſelf,” ſaid he, © but my mind is 
** oftentimes ſo greatly diſturbed and tormented, 
that I do not know where and how to find 
« relief and comfort. At-fifteen years of age, 
« I entertained a great deſire to turn a Chriſ- 
tian; which I have to this time always op- 


+ poſed, But from that very hour I had heard 
* of your purpoſe to turn a Chriftian, this very 


6« (deſire 
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- © defire has revivified in me fo powerfully, 

that J have no more reſt nor eaſe to, c. &.. 
* Now 1 am here, and beg you will give me 
your advice. 1s there truly ref! and comfort 
“to be found in the Grucified ?” 1 anſwered him, 
«KO! yes! my brother, in him alone is true and 
e eternal happineſs and comfort. But my queſ- 
< tion is net anſwered as yet, Tell me in a 
« few words; upon what is your defire 
grounded, for I cannot poſſibly deſire a thing 
« before I am convinced of its excellency, uſe- 
« fulneſs and neceflity ? What moveth you to 


ede a Chriſtian? What excellency do you find 


<« in the Lord Jxsus Chnisr, that could in- 
<« duce you to believe in him?” He replied, 
„That he could give me no other anſwer to 
« my queſtions, than what he had given me 
<< before, except that his great deſire had made 
« him buy the New Teſfament, and diligently 
eto read it;“ drawing it out of his pocket at 
the ſame time. But what ſhall I ſay?” 

continued he; © I have read the four Evangeli/ts 
6 with admiration, and wetted many. a page 
« with my tears, But the epiſtle to the Ro- 
« mans, 


h 
] 
\ 


„ 
« mans, with the reſt of them, I cannot poſſi- 
« bly comprehend ; they are too obſcure for my | 
« underſtanding, and even ſeem to me to be un- 
« jntelligible.” | 


I was really concerned for this poor fellow, 
for I could obſerve it in his countenance, that 
he was really uneaſy and troubled in his mind. 
| defired him to call again in ſome days, as I 
would in that time conſult with my friends 
concerning him, He told me then, what an 
uproar had been amongſt the Jews on my ac- 
count, and how they had ran every where to 
look and enquire for me, But after they had 
got intelligence of my being turned to the 
Chriſtians, they had loft all hopes and courage 
to recall me back. At his going away, I re- 
commended him to read the New Te/ftament di- 
ligently with great devotion, and particularly 
to mind thoſe words of Jobn xvi. 8. When the 
Comfarter is come, he will reprove the world of ſin, 
and of righteouſneſs, and of judgment, &c. as alſo 
to pray carneſtly for this HoLy GHosT, And 


gave 


Ei 
gave him beſides for his peruſal, the account of 
the converſion of Rabbi Jachiel Hirſchiim. 


Some days after, I took an opportunity to 
ſpeak with my friends on his account, But 
they warned me to be upon my guard, fearing 
that ſome ſecret drift of the Jerus might be con- 
cealed under this. My poor brother Levy ſoon 
after returned to me, and told me: „I hate 
„ peruſed the converſion of Rabbi Fachiel 
« Hirſchlim with amazement ; but I alſo muſt 
cc tell you what has happened to me ſince I fav 
« you. It ſeems that the Jews muſt have got 
<« intelligence of my laſt converſation with 
« you, for they ſuſpect me ſince that time, and 
&« have ſummoned me before the magiſtrate, 
< under pretext of having injured them in their 
cc trade. What ſhall I do now? as they hare 
c threatened to have me whipped out of town 
& by the city officer ?? I would give no credit 
to this ſpeech, purſuant to the caution given 


me by my friends; and ſent him away with lit 
tle ceremony, But a few weeks after, I hear 
that 
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of that this poor fellow had actually been turned 
out 'of town by the city officer, which greatly 
diſquieted my mind, as I could not help accu- 
to ſing myſelf of a want of charity, and of a 
ut WY breach of good faith towards him. | 


ng 
n- My uneaſineſs encreaſing every day, my 
on friends propoſed to me to eaſe and recreate my- 


we ſelf by a journey for ſome days to Mublheim on 
biel the Rubr, about ſeven leagues diſtant from J/2/el, 
ut W which I did accordingly. I ſhall not undertake 
aw to relate here all the ſatisfaction and comfort I 
got had from this journey, but will mention only 
ith the following few inſtances. With the worthy 
nd il clergyman the reverend Mr. Engels at Mubl- 
ate, beim, J have experienced what ſweet words the 
heir mouth ſpeaketh, when the heart is truly filled 
ave i and kindled by the love of CurisT. It was 
"WI alſo a particular ſatisfaction to me, to meet here 
edit BY one of the miſſionaries again; and even the very 
ven ſame, who addreſſed the Fews in the ſynagogue 
lit at Meſel, with a ſhort exhortation ; and who 
card was now ſettled in the miniſtry at a neighbour- 


that | | ing 
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ing town ; but for want of time, I had very 
little opportunity of converſing with him *. 


Taz ad of April, I went to Duiſburg, to 
ſeek admiſſion to the reverend and pious Mr, 
Hencke, miniſter at that place, by whom I was 
received with the tendereſt love and kindneſs, 
As I had hitherto, out of ignorance, harboured | 
a ſuſpicion and prejudice in my breaſt, and 
falſely imagined, that none but thoſe of the 
Reformed church could be ſaved; I wondered 
greatly that Mr. Hencke, as a miniſter of the 
Lutheran church, did not utter a word againſt 

the 


— „ 


* Who here ſaith; I juſtly admire alſo, for my 
part, the bottomleſs depths of divine providence and 
direction. In Veſel, the Logp gave me grace to 
preach, as miſſonary, a word of ſalvation to the poor 
Jeaut, and particularly to this Rabbi Solomon Duitſch. 
In Muhlheim, the Lox o conducted me again as mi- 
niſter of the Lutberas church at the imperial city of 
Eſen, to this now awakened Jewwifs teacher. And 
now here in Landen, he giveth me an opportunity 
to publiſh this account of his remarkable converſion 
for an example and inſtrution to others. Loxo, 
how unſearchable are thy way,! 


| L mx } | 
the Reformed religion. I concluded therefore, 


could not be great. I dined with this miniſ- 
ter, and muſt -own, that his converſation at 
table, was more reliſhing and comfortable to my 
ſoul, than the food to my body. Daring the 
following night, I had little reſt, as my wicked 
heart began to murmur again, and the enemy 
endeavoured to raiſe ſeveral doubts in my breaſt, 
whether or not I had applied to the. right 
church. When I compared the conduct 
and behaviour of the miniſters at Weſel, with 
that of Mr. Henle, and conſidered beſides, 
how many endeavours the Lutheran church 
uſed to bring the Houſe of Iſrael to the know» 
ledge of CHRIST, by the ſending of their miſe 
ſanuries; J could not help conceiving doubtful 
thoughts within myſelf, _ I was, in fact, like a 
ſhip without a rudder, that is drove this and 
that way by the wind. At laſt, I took the re- 


| folution to reveal the afflicting ſituation of my 


mind to Mr. Hencke, and to deſire him to take 
me under his care, and inſtru& me in the truth 


of chriſtianity, Yet in the morning, at break-" 


G aft, 


that the difference between theſe two religions 


— 


E Þ 
faſt, the following words of St. James i. 8. 
came to my mind: A double- minded man is unſtable 
in all his ways. They made ſuch an impreſſion 
upon me, that I called out within myſelf: O / 
LoRD, Thou ſearcher of the heart ! Thou knoweft 
that I am concerned for nothing ſo much, as the 
truth and the ſalvation of my foul, That very 
inſtant, my heart was comforted by the follow- 
ing words: Happy is the man that endureth 
temptation, I ſighed: O Lord Ixsus, grant 
© me patience in my aſfliction, that I may not waver, 
© but remain ſtedfaſt to the end. This ſerved 


me now for an inſtruction to perſevere with pa- 


tience, and to give nobody, particularly the 
miniſters at JY2/el, any cauſe to look upon me 


as a double- minded or wavering perſon, that is 


unſtable in his ways. I took therefore leave 
of Mr. Hencke, though I had need of all my 
ſtrength. not to be overcome by tears. 


THe 4th of April, I returned a. ſecond time 
to Muhlheim, to take alſo leave of the reverend 
Mr. Engels. During my ſhort ſtay at this 
place, a friend took me into the country to a 
; 4 _ peaſant's 


* * * * 2 
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plant's houſe, where I was greatly edified by 


2 number of pious people aſſembled. therein. 
The remembrance of this aſſembly cauſeth me, 


even now, tears of joy, ſo abundantly was my 


ſoul comforted in the company, of theſe people. 
It fared with me here, as it formerly did with 
the children. of Iſrael, when they came. from» 
Mara to Elim, and found there twelve ſprings, 
of clear water, and ſeventy, palm-trees for their, 
refreſhment, Vet they were obliged to leave 
this place, to continue their journey througk 
the wilderneſs. 


Tux Sch of Abril, I arrived again at Wie : | 
from which day, until the 14th of May, I. en- 
countered many afflictions and troubles. At 
laſt, my former purpoſe to go to Leuwaarden, 
gathered freſh ſtrength within me; though 
many, and divers objections, did immediately , 
ſtand up againſt it. Will net every body,“ 
ſaid I to myſelf, “ conſider me as an impoſtor? 
* Will they net aſk me, whether there was 
* not alſo as worthy teachers at Meß? And 
* whether that place had not afforded water 

8 « for 


5 eee 

<« for baptiſm, as well as any other? Wil 
& they give credit to my excuſes on that head ? 
„ How ſhall I find my ſubſiſtence, as ] 
& cannot labour, and am aſhamed to beg? 
c Shall I preſume the Lox p will work mira- 
& cles for my ſake, and let Manna fall from the 
cc clouds, Qc.“ With ſuch, and the like dark 
clouds of miftruſt, was my heart ſurrounded, 
that I could not help calling out with David: 
Thou holdeft mine eyes waking; I am ſo troubled 
that I cannot ſpeak. As allo: The enemy has 
perſecuted my ſoul, he has ſmitten my life down i 
the ground : He has made me to dwell in dark- 
neſs, as thoſe that have been long dead. There- 
fare is my ſpirit overwhelmed within me. My 
heart within me is deſolate. I often was at a loſs 
to turn myſelf under this load of afflictions, eſ- 
pecially as my wandering mind rendered me 
intirely unfit for prayer, and for meditating on 

the word of Gop, | 


Tus ſecond of May in the evening, as I was 
laying me down to reſt, the following words of 
the 17th Pſalm, v. 5. penetrated my heart: I 


A 
have conſidered the days of old, the years of antient 
times, I did not know in the leaſt how to ap- 
ply theſe words to myſelf, and fell aſleep in 
meditating on them. But 1 had hardly ſiept 
an hour, when I awaked again with the ſame 
A words deeply imprinted. in my mind, and was 
k forced to call out: O Lord! I will remember 
1 the days of old, and alſo confeſs with my mouth, 
. that uo other Gon is like Theos. Theſe words 
ed 
a5 
fo 


therefore ſerved. me for a mighty reproof, as well 

as for a xemembrance of his former mercies, 

| which made me paſs all the night in tears. 
1 « Alas l“ thought I, hat inexpreſſible mercy - 
and goodneſs has the Lowp notſhewn'unts me 

h from my mother's - womb unto this day! 
„ I © How fatherly has he guided and protected. 
1 % me, when I was incapable of taking care 
« of myſelf? Is. it not he who made this my 
body ſo wonderfully, and who gave me 

this breath ef life, and immortal ſoul? 
Should he not be able to provide in due 

time my body and life with its neceſſaries, 
and preſerve it? Is his hand too ſhort, . 

« and his. arm too weak to help me? 
G 3 (0 Ot 
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201 that I may not always trouble myſelf 
44 with uſeleſs cares Have I not, in theſe 
% 28 years paſſed, ſo often and evidently 
experienced the goodneſs of the Lox, 
„ ho has raiſed me out of my fleep in fin, 
«© often ſaved me from the dangers of death, 
„ and removed the heavy ſtone of ſorrow that 
« oppreſſed me ? Should I not build an altar 
% unto him with the inſcription at the top: 
% Unto this day has the Lownp' bolpen m 
% And at the foot: W e a0. 
aer 9% ik leg Dot 4 
| 123064 184687 cle QOH i 2%q12 
PIO e worked in my mind 1 15 
(reſolution to quit Miſel at any vate, and 10 
cooommend my Way intirely to the Lon, 
-T acquainted my friends with my reſolution; 
dut they endeavoured, as much as formerly, 0 
"diſſuade me from it. But now their perſuaſions 
and remonſtrances were ineffectual. I anſwered 
them, that I ought to be aſhamed to ſpend 
my days, which were of ſo uncertain a moment, 
any longer in ſo unprofitable a manner as I had 
n hitherto. The Reverend Mr. Carp, to 
| whom 


t r 
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whom I alſo communicated my intention, 
endeavoured all in his power to perſuade me to 
the contrary, and © promiſed not only to be 
more diligent in my inſtruction for the future, 
but alſo to procure me an additional penſion 
from the magiſtrate, But ſceing me ſteadfaſt 


and unalterable in my purpoſe, he defired me 
.once more to viſit him before my departure, 
offering to provide me with letters of recom- 
-mendation. I was greatly pleaſed with this 


offer, and begun already again to turn my 
face and hopes from the Lorp, and to put 
my truſt in the writings of an inconſtant 
ſon of man. It happened that even ut this 
time the reverend Mr. Henke of Duiſburg was 
in town on a viſit, and I had an opportunity 


do converſe with him once more, to my greateſt 


ſatisfaction. At my requeſt he wrote the fol- 


lowing lines in wy pocket-book : 


« I wisH you Joy; my dear friend Solomon, 
© that you have reſumed with the remnant, 
according to the eleftion of grace, Rom. xi. 5. 
« to dig again the wells that had been filled 

| G4 « up, 
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„ un. And I ſhall' wiſh you more joy ſtil, 
when you have found the well of living 
© water, and foon in Rehodath, Gen. xxvi, 22, 
« will drink by faith out of it, in faith that 
« Ixsus is the true Meſſias, Praiſed be his 
name for ever and ever, to the glory of the 
„% FATHER, May the Spirit of the Loxp 
« glorify him in you, and in all thoſe that 
receive his teſtimony. Upon deſire I have 
** wrote this in witneſs of ſome acquaintance 


« with the poſſeſſor. 


Jon CxrisT, HENck x, 
May 5th, Miniſter of the Goſpel 
1766. 8 at Duiſburg. 


Max the good ſhepherd, who has given 
& his life for the ſheep, bring this ſheep of 
4 the houſe of Iſcael to his fold, to the joy and 
66 _ of his people. Amen. 


Or the reverend Mr. a Wylick I en 
alſo the following teſtimony : 


cc Rably 


2 


pf 
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& Rabbi — iitied 6/26 hed 
« at Weſel, and has diſcovered a great deſire to: 
« be inſtructed in the doctrines of the Chriſtian. 


Religion; and was alſo convinced, that 


« Jxsus of | Nazareth is the true Maſſias. 
« But as he has found no opportunity at this 

« place to be admitted into the Chriſtian 
4 church by a publick profeſſion: of faith 
« and baptiſm, he is going to gain his ad- 
«/ miſſion at ſome other place; and wiſhes to 
get provided for his ſubſiſtence by teaching 
« the Hebrew tongue. I could not refuſe 
„giving him this teſtimony, at his requeſt, . 
<< and do witneſs hereby, that his conduct and 


behaviour for- theſe ſix months paſt, in which · 


« I; became acquainted . with him, has, been 


without blemiſh, My fincere wiſh is, that: 


« the Loxn, who has enlightened him ſo far, 


may continue to werk by his Spirit in him, 
that he may come to the communion of faith : 
„with the LoRD JEsus CRRIsTHJ; as alſo, 
ie that he may arrive at laſt at that place, 


© where i he may be happy in body and ſoul. 
«Of. that the ſalvation of Iſrael were . out 


KT . of 


L x80 2] 
„ Zion! When the Lonn bringeth back the 
| # captivity of his people, Jacob ſhall rejoice, ant 
4 peg N. . Tb) ono!!! + 
Nil, «© Marta. DE Wick, 
FG rag ; «6, Miniſter of the //alloon and 


French congregation,” 


- ArTex this I viſited the reverend Mr. Cary, 
and deſired him alſo to perſorm his promiſe to 
write his certificate in my pocket - book; but 
when he ſaw the two teſtimonies, as above, he 
returned me for anſwer; 4* You have now no 
% occaſion for any other teſtimony.” Which 
eyes, Nevertheleſs he deſired me very earneſtiy 
to make him another viſit before my departure. 
Snyder, with whom, all the time af my ſtay 
at Meſal, J cauld not obtain one hour of con- 
verſation. He aſked me: Solomon ! how 
« fares it with you ?” Upon which, I had a 
ſhort talk with him, and bid him farewell. 
ey $39 4437 de enen why nee 
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- Mock wrote the * eſtimor 


. 


« I THE underwritten did by charity ths 
« Rabbi Solomon on the 5th of Nov. 1765, into 


% my houſe, and have lodged him for the ſpace 
e of ſix months. During which time, he has 
“ not only behaved without offence, but alſo 
« diſcovered a great deſire of being inſtructed 


e in the truth of our holy religion. He filled 


« up his time chiefly in reading ſuch books, 


« as ſerved to promote ſpiritual knowledge; 


« and in particular, expreſſed himſelf a great 
% admirer of the word of the Son of Gop. 
„Being now reſolved to travel to Holland, to 
e ſome place where he may earn his bread by 
« teaching the Hebrew, to be inſtructed farther 
in the knowledge of the truth, and to be ad- 
«- mitted to the figns of the covenant; I have 
« thought it incumbent on me to give him this 
4 true and faithful teſtimony of his conduct. 
« I wiſh at the ſame time that the Lozp 
* may. ſupport and ſtrengthen him by his 

„ « Spirit 
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Spirit in his intended good purpoſe, and to 
* finiſh it to the praiſe of his free grace. May 
* the Lox D JEsus CHRIST manifeſt in him 
*« his power and ſtrength, that he may in body 
and ſoul glorify the all ſufficient Gov by 
* his Sox now and for ever. Amen, 


Wif,  * Aznotd von Mook, 
May the oth, © Maſter of the reformed 
1766, -* ſchool of this place.“ 


TRE following day I wrote a long explina- 
tory letter in the Hebrew to the Fewihh Inſtitute 
at Halle, which for brevity ſake I ſhall not inſert 
here. In the afternoon I received the follow- 
Ing letter from the reverend Mir. Engels ad 
Mublheim : 


& Dear beloved friend! 

* As you have, ſince your unfeigned and 
c fincere converſation with me, remained con- 
« tinually upon my thoughts, and as your 
« ſituation has cauſed my heart frequently to 
e ſigh for you, on account of the hard trials, 
« which you have — undergone and will 
, 6 ſtill 


N 
1 ſtill be expoſed to, it was a real ſatisfaction 
« to me, to be acquainted by your letter with 
« your preſent ſituation; I have for your ſake 
« ſuffered not only from perſons, whoſe in- 
« ward diſpoſition I cannot be a judge of; 
« but alſo: from real and true children of 
Go, many a reproach and contradiction; 
« which: nevertheleſs have produced in me a 
« {till' greater love and fervency to cry to the 
« LorD for you. This ſeems to be the beſt 
&« and- ſureſt means for your relief; and I 
© know it, and am confident, that the all- 


<« merciful' Gop wilt accept of my prayers - 


« for you. All ſuſpicions, which ariſe againſt 
4 you in inlightened minds, either from your 
“ facility of writing the German and Hebrew 
« languages, or from your great knowledge of 
« truth, or from the conſideration of your 
long continuance in judaiſm, contradictory 
« to your knowledge of truth, or from the great 
“ fortune you did formerly poſſeſs, or from 
the anſwers you gave lately to the Miſſionary, 
have not the leaſt effect upon me. hope, 
0 — though well-meaning friends, will 

« happily 
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c happily be deceived in their opinion and 
judgment of you, and at laſt be fully con- 
4 tradicted by a bleſſed iſſue. The more 
imperfect your life ſeemeth to be to many, 
« the more ſincere and genuine it ſeems to 
„ myſelf. Perhaps ſome Chriſtians of a cau- 
46 tious way of thinking, will ever blame me 
„for my free and open-hearted conduct to 
„ you, but I do not mind it. And it is for 
«© their ſakes, that I have made here mention 
4 of the above objections againſt you. | 


„Tu next Loxp's day I am obliged to 


16 preach at Dinflagen. If it is poſſible to you, 
<6 pray come to ſee me that day, it being 
6 the 11th of May. I ſhall then endeavour, 
« by the grace of Gop, to diſſuade you 
„ from your journey. But why do I not do 
„it already here in this letter? I can clearly 
<« perceive that the hand of God and of Satan 
« is in the caſe. Gop will try and perfect 
4 you in all manner of obedience, in patience, 
faith, meekneſs, humbleneſs, and content- 
e rig If you hold out well .in all 


66 your 


71.5 J 


your alictions, the cauſe of Gop will 
4 appear the more clear, and you will be the 
more praiſe-worthy, and the intention of the 


«+ miniſters at AMeſel will the more joyfully be 


« obtained, By that the depths of Satan will 
«c be undermined and deſtroyed, who aimeth at 


« nothing elſe but to draw you, by your de- 
« parture from Maſel, into his net again, ta 
« ruin your credit and good name, and 


„ to undo the work, which is now come 
, almoſt to its perfection. For your better 
'* ſupport we will then willingly contribute 
i ſomething, for which I ſee but very little 
1 probability elſewhere, —I ſhall anſwer Mr. 

lc Foriſſen's letter at ſome other opportunity * 
'« which you will pleaſe to acquaint him of. 


« My opinion of you is expreſſed in Fobn i. 


* and'g, 2 Chron. xx. 12. Hebr. _ 5. 
"4 Revel. ii. 10. H Bee = 
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I the morning of the 11th of May I went 


to Dinſlagen, and had the pleaſure to converſe 


for ſome hours, to my greateſt comfort, with 
Mr. Engels, and to take my leave of him, 


At our parting he wrote the following lines for 
a a remembrance of him in my pocket-book : 


Tur extraordinary gifts of faith and 


„ humbleneſs, wherewith it has pleaſed the 


* all-merciful Gop, to adorn by his Spirit 
the bearer of this, Rabbi. Solomon. Duitſch, 
« to the particular joy and comfort of all lovers 
of godlineſs, move me, to wiſh from the 
bottom of my heart, that his providence 
« my direct him to ſuch a place, where he 
% may get a living ſuitable to his. excellent 
«© talents, that he may be an example to Chri/- 
.* tians and. Jeu, how the almighty Goo of 


« mercy can raiſe a ſeed unto. Abraham, even 
« out of ſtones. This witneſſeth and wiſheth 


Aa Fic but in hearty love; 
« P. ENGEL s, 


40 Dede „ of Aublbeim on the 


„A 11, 1766, « Rubr,” 
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Is the evening of my return to W:ſel, I viſited 
once more the reverend Mr, Carp, and ſollicited 
him afreſh, to give me his teſtimony, but could 
not obtain it. He preſented me with 3 guilders 
towards my travelling expences, and procured | 
me beſides a gift from the Magiſtrate, for which- 
I returned him my hearty thanks, and took my 
leave of him. Laſt of all I went alſo to my 
few friends, and bade them farewell, which 
was not done without amn of tears. 


Tux 14th of - May I aQtually left _ and 
arrived the 17th at Am/terdam, where I intended 
to ſtay during the M bitſun holy-days. But what 
ſhall I ſay? Amſterdam ſeemed to me, to be a 
right Nazareth, from which no good can come. 
In ſhort, I had not patience to paſs even one 
night at this place, but immediately proceeded 
farther on my journey, and arrived on Whitſunday 
at Leuwarden. The following day in the 
morning I went to church, but being not ac- 


quainted enough with the Dutch language, I 


left the church with an empty heart. In the 
afternoon after divine ſervice I followed the 


[8] 
reverend Mr. Chevalie to his houſe. But as 1 
could not ſpeak well with him in his language, 
1. preſented him my pocket-book with the 
teſtimonies, which informed him ſufficiently of 
my affair. His firſt queſtion was: Why 
did you go away from Heel? Was there 
-< no means for baptiſm?” which confoundel 
me ſo much, that I was not able to ſay a word 
more. , He diſmiſſed me ſaying: I ought to 
© have ſtayed at N aſal, where I'might have had 
„ good teachers,” It is not neceſſary to 
deſcribe ' the grief, herewith my heart was 
[overwhelmed, ut my parting from him; I cried 
and called out:: O Load Jasus ! from ther 
alone muſt my help come l ſtrengthen me 
in faith, that I may turn away from all 
che children of men, and expel! all idols out 
„ of my e AY put wy truſt | in 
5 thee alone.“ 52 4 


Tun ad of Fu, . a 
and viſited the miniſters of that place. But J 
- heard alſo here no other language than: Why 

« did you leave Ml? They contributed a 


few 
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"ſew guilders towards my further travelling ex- 


pences, and diſmiſled me with few words. I 
returned back to Amfterdam, without knowing 
Why? I was guided like a blind man. But as 
ſoon as I touched at this place, che devil was 
-buſy to repreſent it to me like a ſecond MO 
be Sg go tn Rants | 
ee Dae 
bla be 1 e to vide one 
Mr. Hoff, an upright man, and famous for his 


talent to comfort the diſtreſſod, f whom I had 


:heard many à good report already at Mei. He 


received me kindly, commiſerated my pitiful 


tondition; but told me, that it was not in his 
power to help me, as he had but lately been 
deceived by a Few profelyte. — Nevertheleſs we 
paſſed until midnight in converſation, during 
"which time I was ſo grievouſly affected, that I 
put on a reſolution to drown myſelf in the next 
ditch, on my return to my lodging. In theſe 
wicked thoughts I roſe up from my chair, to 
part with my friend. But O ! the immenſe 
mercy of Gop ! my friend would abſolutely 
not allow me to go home by myſelf, but con- 
W ducted 


1 7 
5 me all the way to my lodging, whereby 
I was hindred from executing my deviliſh 
purpoſe. In this manner now I was preſerved | 
dy divine providence from deſtruction. O. 
certainly, my Savioux did then in that dread. 
fal hour of temptation, pray for me at the 
right hand of his father, and without his in- 
terception I ſhould have fallen a ſacrifice to the 
enemy. aden Lan for bent bir 


Tux next morning I e to An- 
flerdam, and taking, at my arrival, a walk on 
the wall, my heart was ſeized 'afreſh with 
wicked thoughts. For Satan tempted me, 

to change my name, to go to a diſtant place, 
and turn to the Jets again, under that plauſible 
pretext, that I nevertheleſs could believe ſecretly 
in the Lox Jesvs CHrisT.—Lhad already 
given my conſent: to this, when on a ſudden, 
and with a frightful impreſſion, the following 
words of Mark viii. 35. ſhot into my mind: 
Ihofoever will ſave his life, ſhall loſe it; but 
whoſoever ſhall loſe' his life for my ſake and the 
geſpelr, the ſame ſhall ſave it. Alas“ 
DEN, thought 
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thought I within myſelf, „ ſhall 1 loſe life 


« eternal, for this ſhort and uncertain life ? 
No, never | Shall I not rather remember 
« the years that are paſſed, through which the 
« LoRD has aſſiſted and ſupported me, in fo 
« many troubles and temptations ?—Should I 
now begin to be diſheartened and turn my truſt 
« away from him? Ne Lorp Jesvus, unte 


« thee I will live and dye! O / give me ſtrength 


« and grace to fight againſt the ſeducer, to deny 
« myſelf, to follow thee, and to wait patiently 
the time of deliverance.” The flame of love 


was now kindled ſo ſtrongly in my heart, that 


I immediately carried my trunk with all my 
things to pawn, and received 30 guilders on it. 


Thus I had now nothing more left of temporal 


goods, but two old ſhirts, nevertheleſs my ſoul 
was contented in peace, Yea, I wiſhed nothing 
elſe, than to be clothed with the garment of 
the righteouſneſs of CHRIST. My purpoſe 
was to make a journey ſtraightway to Halle, in 
hopes of being, by the Jewiſh In/litute of that 
place, received into the church community. 
But I got no farther than Oſuabrug, before all 

my 
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my 30- guilders were expended; I reſolved | 


therefore to go to the pious Mr, Meibe, miniſter 
at Gobfeld, and: follicit his afiftance. I arrived 
at laſt as far as Minden; and all my riches 
_ conſiſted now in 3 ſtivers, I was fo tired and 
fatigued by my travels, that J feared. every 


moment to drop down in the ſtreet, I there- 


fore entered a publick-houſe to get ſome 
refreſhment. The landlady aſked me: What 
place TI intended to travel to? and having 

anſwered her, to Gobfeld, her tongue abounded 
| in the praiſe of the exemplary and pious 
_ miniſter of that place. But, added ſhe, he 
c is now in Holland, on account of a collection 


for the rebuilding his houſe, which has 


been conſumed with all his goods- by fire, 
„ How be it, continued ſhe, we have alſo 
«© here in Minden a pious and excellent mi- 
<« niſter, the reverend Mr. Mauritius, who is 
« no leſs eſteemed,” TI conſidered it as 2 


particular proof of divine providence, that had 
conducted me to this houſe for my direction; 
and an hour after I viſited the ſaid Mr. Mauritius. 
He received me very lovingly, comforted my 
| - troubled 
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troubled mind, and promiſed either to forward 
my journey to Halle, or ta take care of me 
it Minden. He deſired me to come twice a day 
to him, and dine with him, and paid for me at 


the publick-houſe. How greatly did my heart 
now revive! A thouſand tears of joy ran down 
my face, and I returned comforted to my 

lodging. Nevertheleſs I had paſſed but a few 
lays at Minden, when I was ſeized by a dangerous 

ſickneſs, during which I received inexpreſſible 
benefits in body and ſoul, The great phyſician 
healed me, and raiſed me alſo from this ſickneſs, 
and ſaved my life from the jaws of death, The 
reverent Mr. Mauritius made now a beginning to 
inſtruct me with great application, at leaſt three 
times a week, and each time, his inſtructions laſted 
above two hours; beſides which he entertained; 
me alſo, at dinner time and at other opportuni- 
ties, with profitable and inſtructing diſcourſes, 


Tais was now indeed very ſatis factory to 
me, yet it was not perfect. It is notorious 
that the Lutherans in Germany are atcuſtomed 
to adorn their churches and altars, with divers 

; pictures, 
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pictures. Theſe were now like thorns and 
'  thiftles in my eyes. As long as I could keep 
my eyes cloſed, it was well enough, and J 
could hear the glorious goſpel preached with 
benefit; but as ſoon as I looked on theſe 
pictures, that moment my thoughts were wan- 
dering, and it ſeemed to me juſt as if I was 
in a Roman cathalick church, whereby not only 
my devotion was interrupted, but alſo my mind 
greatly diſturbed. For this cauſe now a ſecret 
wiſh was raiſed in my breaſt, for the Reformed 
church, not on account of its doctrine, which, 
on the contrary, I liked rather better amongſt 
the Lutherans, and in particular their doctrine 
of the free will and univerſal grace, but on 
account of the outward ſhew, which J could 
not bear in the latter. The confeffion alſo 
amongſt the Lutherans, I conſidered as 2 
remnant of popery, and I was ſtill more offended 
at their miniſter's making the ſign of the croſs 
at their conſecration of the bread and wine in 
the Lory's Supper. Theſe were the principal 
reaſons, whereby my deſire for the Reformed 
church was revived * n me. © But, what am! 
5 to 
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to do? © ſhall I, (theſe were my frequent 
thoughts), leave Minden again? then all is 
« at an end with me. Then certainly ſhall I 
« be taken every where for a cheat and im- 
« poſtor, I will put my truſt and hopes in | 
« the LoRD, whoſe providence will direct me 
« farther ! ” 


THE miniſter begun at laſt not only to in- 
ſtruct me daily, but alſo provided a room for 
me in a carpenter's houſe. I muſt own, that 
both the landlord and landlady feared the Loxp 
with ſincerity, but they neglected to keep their 
houſe properly clean, which made me ſuffer a 
great deal. For my bed was ſo full of vermine, 
and I ſuffered ſo much thereby, that I often 
laid myſelf down in a kind of agony. Thoſe ' 
that will rightly repreſent to themſelves my 
inward and outward condition at that time, 
will not wonder, when I ſay, that I was 
then ſunk down in'a moſt deplorable condition. 
I made ſeveral times my complaints' to the 
miniſter, but it ſeemed his many miniſterial 
affairs had made him 1 of it. About 

H mw 
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this time a great library was ſold, at the ſale 
of which the miniſter was to attend. This 


occaſioned that I could neither ſee him, nor 


have any further inſtructions in matters of faith 
from him for more than a month. 1 paſſed all 
this time in great grief, and very diſconſolate: 
and hardly was he returned from the ſale, but 
his time was again taken up with ſettling the 
accounts of the Orphan-Houſe, This made 
it impoſhble for me to remain any longer at 
Minden ; and obliged me to take the reſolution 
to leave that place on the 23d of Auguſt, and firſt 

to go to Weſel, to ſollicite being received into 
the church, and in caſe of refuſal to apply to 


dhe worthy Mr, Engels at Mublheim, and not 
return until he ſhould take pity on me. But 


I experienced what Solomon ſays in his Proverbs, 
chapt. xvi. 9. 4 man's heart deviſeth his way : 
but the Lord directeth his ſteps. 


Arrzx I had taken, with many tears, my 
leave of my beloved friend, and particularly of 
the reverend Mr, Jellingbauſen, I ſet out 
from Minden, Auguſt 23d, in the after- 

2 noon. 


Eu 

noon . T had in the poſt-waggon a+ moſt 
wicked and abandoned companion, who be- 
haved extravagantly and like a right inſtrument 
of the devil; and who plagued and tormented 
me in his drunkenneſs all the night through, 
ſo unmereifully, that I was almoſt driven to 
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The author's departure from Minden will, I am 
and I muſt own myſelf, that his motives. in juſtiſi - 
cation of his conduct, do not appear to me of 
ſufficient- weight. Nevertheleſs ſome allowance 
might. be made to him; if we conſider rightly - 
how many temptations he has been tried with, 
in his natural diſpoſition of mind; and farther, that 
his mind muſt neceſſarily have been greatly diſtracted 
by a ſeries of - adverſe accidents in his journeys. 
And if, laſtly, we caſt our eyes on the happy iſſue - 
of his deſtiny, if we find.. that Amſterdam did at 
laſt, and even under very remarkable circumſtances, 
become the place of his reft and admittance into 
the Chriſtian Church, we muſt certainly be prevaited-* 
upon to paſs over many-ſingularities of his conductii 
and devoutly admire the unfathomable. depths. of 
divine wiſdom, manifeſting itſelf in its dealings? 
with 1500 | 
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the agonies of death. Every thing that I could 
do to quiet him, was in vain. When I was 
filent, he was enraged at my not anſwering 
him, and when I tryed to remonſtrate with 
him, in meekneſs and by ſoft words, his 
mouth overflowed in ſuch curſing and ſwearing, 


as I never have heard in all my life, yea, ſeveral 
times he ſtruck me in the face. 1 really believe 
that this villain would have gone ſo far in his 
rage as to murder me, if the divine providence 
had not interpoſed, and ſent the poſt- maſter, who 
was in a by-waggon, to my relief. I thanked 
the Loxp moſt heartily, who had proved 
himſelf to me as a Gop who is near; yea, as 
a Gor, who is mighty to deliver even from 
death. At our arrival at Bielefeld, the poſt- 
maſter adviſed me to ſtay rather ſome days at 
this place, than to proceed farther on my 
journey, in the company of ſuch an abandoned 
fellow, who ſeemed quite given over to the 
devil. By this accident now it happened that 
my journey to Weſel was intirely reverſed, as I 
altered my reſolution of going to Mieſel, into 
that of going to Amſterdam, Though, if I had 

| been 
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been aſked, what I intended doing at this place, 
I ſhould not have been able to give any reaſon 
for it. O] hay incomprehenſible and how 
wonderful are the ways of the Lorp, which 
are commonly beſt underſtood Ry their effects 
and n 


FROM Bielefeld T came to Zwoll, and here I 
took water to fail for Amſterdam. But my 
reader may eaſily gueſs by what follows, what 
ſituation my mind muſt have. been in at that 
time. I took ſhipping. even without a penny 
in my pocket to pay my paſſage. For what 
little money I had got at Minden was already 
ſpent. Many will perhaps aſk me here,” how 
I could venture to take ſhipping, when I was 
not ignorant that I muſt have occaſion for 
money to pay my paſſage ? — But what could I 
have done at Zwoll without money, and without 
knowing one friend to apply to at that place? 
My deſire for Amſterdam was ſo great, that I 
was in ſome manner forced to go on board the 
ſhip, though I was not able to pay my paſſage. 
1 confided in the Lox p, who had fo gloriouſly 
— H 3 ſaved 


Two |. 
aved me out of ſo many dangers of life, that he 
Aſo would not forſake me now, but rather 
manifeſt his help on this occaſion. How eaſy 
is it to truſt in the Lord with a pocket full 
of money? but to put his truſt in him, when 
we are void of all other help, that is more than 
human nature can do: It is the work of the 
Loan only. My confidence in him was never- 
theleſs ſrail and mixed with fear. My unbelief 
did often difcover itſelf by the following, repre- 
ſentation: What ſhall I anſwer when the 
% ſkipper aſks his pay for my paſſage ? Why 
« have I not aſked ſome body for charity at 
« Zevoll?” Whilſt I was taken up with 
| theſe thoughts, @,gentleman paſſenger ſat down 
next to me and aſked me in 2 maſt friendly 
manner: My friend! why are you fo me- 
| dancholy and thoughtful?” This queſtion put 
me to a ſurprize, and I wiſhed to hide my face 
ſrom him. But he repeated his queſtion, and 
inſiſted ſo much upon an anſwer, that I could 
not avoid diſcovering to him the real cauſe of 
my ſorrow. If that is all, (replied he) you 
may be eaſy and wunconceraed !” Soon 

after 
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alter 1 faw the a of Aird before be, 
and the ſkipper begun to collect his fare from 


the paſſangers. T begin to tremble, and m. 
face changed colour at this, But my friend 


| ſtopt the Tkipper in his way to me, pay d for 


my paſſage, and gave me beſides two ſhillings 
for a dinner, He aſked neither who I was, nor 
what my buſineſs \ was at Anflerdam. Neither 
was I myſelf capable of ſaying a word to him 
in gratitude for this unexpected relief. The 
tears run from my eyes, and 1 Was put to 
ſhame and confulion for my unbelief. I called 
out with Jacob; 0 Lonp! 1 am wnworthy of” 
the leaſt of all thy mercles, and of all the truth 
"thou bajt ſhewed un unto thy, ſervant Gen. xxxii. 10 
We approached at laſt the wall, and lo! how 
wonderful | Amſterdam, which had but lately 
been repreſented to me as a ſecond Nazareth, 
and from which city I had already twice fled, 
ſeemed now like a Canaan, yea, like a Feruſa- 
lem unto me. 


As ſoon as I had ſet my foot on the wall, 
had a certain aſſurance in my heart that I ſhould. 
WS here: 
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kere find my reſt and abode. I took my port- 
manteau under my arm, and entered a German 
inn, where I had a room and good bed provided 
for me. - As ſoon as I had entered my room, 


1 ſhut the door after me, fell down on my 

knees in prayer, and received particular com- 
fort thereby. I was very happy in my ſolitude, 

but the fatigue of body obliged me to take 
my reſt, Since the 14th of May until this day 
1 had never had ſo comfortable a night's reſt, 
yea it ſeemed to me,' as if my bed was Per- 
| fumed with Myrrh and Aloes, 


Tus next morning, being the 4th of Sept. 
af.er I had got up and ſaid my prayers, 

I did not know where to go, nor whom to 
apply to, particularly as I was ſtill very weak, 
and a ſtranger to this place, At laſt I went. 
out with hearty prayers, and came to the 
bank, where I remembred the altar, which 
I had formerly erected to the Loxp, as alſo 
the comfort whereby my ſoul had been revived. 
« O Lox Jz8vs, (ſighed I within myſelf) 
now 1 haye nothing more left to give to 
« thee, 
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« thee, or to renounce. for thy ſake but my 
e life, which I am ready and willing to offer 
44 up to thee. O] grant me n and 
1 er ah to do!“ 


Ix the aferrioon at three o'clock I went 
abroad a ſecond time, to ſee what I could meet 
with by the divine providence. Paſſing by a 
' new church, I obſerved many people aſſembled 
together, which raiſed my curioſity to enquire. 
the cauſe of it. After ſeveral enquiries, I was 
informed that a court of conſiſtory was held 
here. A conſiſtory ?” ſaid 1 to myſelf, 

« muſt neceſſarily be a meeting of elergymen. 
Here, I believe, I muſt apply, as I ſhould 
© make known my intentions to none, but 
6 to the ſhepherds, who are entruſted with the 
“ care of the flock,” I collected ſo much 
reſolution as to enter the gate, and to wait 
for a proper opportunity to lay my caſe before 
them; when their meſſenger Mr. de Fries came 

to me and aſked, what was my will? I expreſſed 
to him my hearty wiſh to ſpeak with the 
miniſters, He replied, that it was too late 
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„ 
for this day, I ſhould call again this day 


ſeyennight. This anfwer almoſt difheartened 


me, nevertheleſs I yeatured once more, though 
with tears in my eyes, to requeſt him, to let 
it be this day. It ſeemed he was moved by 
my tears; he took my pocket-book with my 


_ teſtimonies to try whether I could be admitted 


this day. But he ſoon returned with another 
gentleman, who alſo brought me anſwer, that 
it was too late for this day, and that I ſhould 
apply again a week hence. This was now a 
great grief to my broken heart. The gentleman 
moved with pity wanted to give me ſome money, 
and the clerks ſervant offered me alſo ſome 
bread and butter, but my heart was ſo proud and 
obſtinate,, that I would not accept of their 
charity, though all my piches conſiſted: then 
in nothing more than 11. pence. O what a 
wicked and proud thing is the heart of man ! 
It is impoſſihle to fathom: it, but in ſuch. 
inſtances, where its corruption manifeſts. itſelf 


2 
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J returned, overwhelmed with erlel, to my- 
lodging, and would fain have eat ſome warm: 
food for the ſupport of my weakehed body, as 
1 had not eat any for fix days paſt, Bit 1 Loft. 
in appetite, when I reflected on the trifing- 
ſubſtance of my caſh, I begun now to reproack 
myſelf for Having refuſed the charitable gifts, 
which had been offered to me, and I was forced 
to cty out: „ O! Loap Jrzos, take this 
& wicked and p̃roud heart away from met 
«. Here it is! O'! that 1 could intirely offer: 
& jt up to thes! I was Leine ts. prayers on. 


my knees, when the foll&ini ng words of Gif 


Avioün Were deeply imprinted in my ind : 
Take 10 thought. for the marrow ;\ for the marrow 
Hall take thought for the things of lf? 

Matth. vi. 34. which wotds revived me {6 
much, that —— h t, “Now is no time for 


prayer, but rather for being obedient, and 
not taking ag for the next day,” og 


—_ 1 called directly toy: ſome warm. 
5 ſenſation Where with my heart is edel 


here,” at my Writing this, obliges me to be 
H. 6 Mort. 
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hort. I will therefore but mention, that from 
this Thurſday to the next following Sunday, 1 
did not put even.a morſel of bread within my 
lips, which will be ſufficient to expreſs my 
ſorrowful ſituation. Sunday morning I aſked 
my landlady, whether there was not ſermons 
preached in the German language ſomewhere 
at Amſterdam ? She anſwered that the reverend 
Mr, Keſter preached every Sunday afternoon in 
the New Chapel. Well then, (ſaid I to 
myſelf,) « let my ſoul once more be fed by 
„ hearing of the word of . Gop?” May 
be, it is for the laſt time I ſhall hear the 
glorious goſpel, except I am ſoon relieved 
from my want by divine providence. I gathered 
all the ſtrength I could to go in my ſtarving 
condition to the church, and was in m jy way 
often obliged to ſtop and reſt myſelf, I had 
taken my pocket-book and my other papers 
along with me, that in caſe of ſome accident, | 
my perſon and circumſtances might be known, 
At laſt I arrived at one o'clock ſafe at church, 
where I met nobody but an old man and 


woman, I accoſted them and aſked ? „ he- 
«© ther 


. 7 
« ther the reverend Mr. Ke/ter was to preach ?”* 


© But they anſwered to my great concern, that 
the reverend Mr, Kalkeen would give a 
„ thankſgiving-ſermon, on account of the 


« Lokp's Supper adminiſtred that morning.“ 
My ſoul was grieved at this anſwer, and 
the enemy endeavoured to perſuade me to leave 
the church again, becauſe I could not un- 
derſtand Dutch, I fat down and ſighed: O 
Lorp ! how long wilt thou hide thy face from 
me © My troubled mind was then immediately 
and that very inſtant of my ſighing eaſed, by 
the following words: My ſon, deſpiſe not the 
chaſtening of the LoRD ! neither be weary of 
bis corrections, Prov. iii. 11. Wherefore I could 
not help calling out within myſelf: O Lox D 
« if I ſhall conclude from theſe cor rections, that 
* thou loveſt me, and find comfort thereby, 
then grant, O Lord! ſo much grace unto 
« me, that I may feel a right aſſurance 
« in my ſoul, what JzsUs thy beloved Son 
has paid for me a curſed ſinner, and reconciled 
«© me to thee, —Alas! I find as yet no peace 
in my heart, I am ftill ſo anxious and 
< troubled | 
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&* troubted! ſhalt I give up my ſpirit in this 
« affliction? During this prayer, I was 
again raiſed up by the remembrance of the 
following words of St. Paul, Heby. xii. 11, 
Now mo chaſtening for the preſent ſttineth to 
de joyotts; hut grievous. Nevirtheleſt; afterwards. 
i jitlaab the pturtuble fruit of righteouſneſs unto 
thei; hich are exerciſed thereby. And Io! in 
| this moment an old man clapped me on my 
Moulder, and aſked me: © Friend! can 1. 
« pleaſe you with ſome cake? But though 
I was almoſt ſtarved by hunger; yet my proud 
heart got the ſuperiority over my Watt; 1 
maflked him, and would not accept of it. 
Yet my conſtience immediately reproached mb. 
for my obſtinacy in rejecting the praiſe-worthy, 
areaiow of divine providence, My heart beat 
vekemently wirhin me. But Gop directed tlie 


old man's heart, to put, notwithſtanding my, 
refuſal," half a cake into my pocket. F per- 
ecwed it, chöugh I would not ſeem to take 
notice of it. But my reader will eaſily com- 
prehend; with what longing hands I took it 
Enwitds out' of my pocket, and How) glad 


I Was. 
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I was when I found beſides four pence; which 
he had alfo put unperceived by me into my 
pocket, At laſt, the miniſter mounted the 
pulpit, and begun his ſermon with a prayer, 
which I could neither hear nor underſtand, 
for his weak voice, Mean while I fighed to 
Go, to open my ears and heart, and connect 
his Spirit witk the word, that it might penetrate 
my foul. The Miniſter begun then to reatf 
the text, Pf. exxxviii. 8. The Lord will perfter 
that which concerneth me. Thy mercy, O Lok 
mdureth for eber: Porſake not the work of 
thine one hands. It is known to the all-knowing 
Gon alone; who ſearcheth the heart and 
reins, with what emotions of heart I remember 
this ſermon; even to this very day, and muck | 
more what my ſoul felt at the time of my hearing 


it, I was ſo tranſported in ſpirit by the expli- 


cation of che text, that it ſeemed to me as if 
the miniſter ſpoke plain Erbret, fo: perfectly 
could I underſtand every word hie ſaid; yea my 
ſpirit was ſo enlarged, that filled with admi- 
ration, I often thought, what other people 
——_ de, in the church, hen they could not 

underſtand 
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underſtand the preacher. But by this the 
enemy endeavoured to draw my mind from 
tme word, and actually did me harm by re- 
preſenting to me, that it was no great wonder 
or miracle, if I did underſtand the miniſter ſo 
well, for as much as I was acquainted with 
the Low-German language, which has ſome 
- likeneſs with the Dutch. By theſe inſinuations 
of the enemy, I was ſeduced to borrow a book 
from my neighbour in order to try whether or 
no it was really ſoz but it was unintelligible 

to me; I could neither read nor underſtand it. 
My heart was filled with ſhame and confuſion 
for having thus given way to the enemy to 
interrupt me in my devotion; and all the 
endeavours I now made to recollect the in- 
tellectual faculties of my ſoul, for a farther 
| hearing of the word, were ineffectual, yea not 
a ſingle word was any more intelligible to me. 
I was grievouſlly affected by being in that 
manner at once deprived of ſo great a bleſſing. 
Yet the Lord revived my heart again when 
I recollected the above mentioned words : 
Thy mercy, O Lorp | endureth for ever ! and 
applicd them to myſelf, 
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BETORE I left the church I aſked the old 
man aforementioned, whether he could not 
direct me to ſome place of worſhip, where 
the children of Gop aſſembled to conſider 
the word of Gop, and exhort and comfort 
themſelves with one another? He anſwered 
me, that every-' Tueſday and Thurſday in the 


evening, an hour of aſſembly was held on the 


Achter-Burgwall, near the Lynbaanſteeg, I re- 
turned him thanks, and endeavoured to keep this 


direction in remembrance, and returned to my 


lodging moſt heartily praiſing my Gop, Who 
had fed me ſo plentifully in body and ſoul, 


'T brought my riches with the greateſt eagerneſs 
out of my pocket, and after I had bought the 
"moſt neceſſary things, I had the treaſure of one 
penny left as a ſurplus. | 


As ſoon as I arrived at my lodging, I 


threw myſelf on my knees, in thankſgiving to 


the LoRD, and got my ſupper 3 which, though 
it conſiſted but in a piece of bread, ſeemed ſo 
reliſhing to me, as if I had been eating Munna 


with the children of 1ſrael in the wilderneſs. 


I PASSED 
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IrASSp the next day cbntented and (olftary 
In my room, Without meeting with any fe- 
markable accident; Whertis on the contrary 
"the "tiext following Tweſdky ſetmed to me very 
long until ſix o'clock in the evening. At fout 
o'clock, it was no longer poflible for me to 
Nay at home. I went to the Lynbaanſbecg, 
there to wait until T could get intelligence 
of the place of worthip, from the people paſting 
that Way, I Waited longer than an hour without 
Teeiily Wy body, till at Lat a gentleman, 
und Gon after a gentlewoman, as alſo an old 
woman came that way, and entered into 3 
HEN Hoſe, TH WH Whit 1 WAMWL for, 
being m certain Hopes "th have WHereBy difco- 
verell the place of Worſnip; büt thy Wicked 
counſellor directly aſſoctated himtfeff to me, 
and made me think it was a wine-houſe, which 
they had *eritefed, ſeing à ſervänt cleaning a 
bottle. I was Even going to leave that place, 
when the th6uglit occurred to my mind, that 
thoſe perſons did not reſemble ſuch people 
| Ws are wont to frequent bad Houſes. At Iaft 
two more gentlewomen came alſo that way, 
and, 


I 
4 
| 
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ſltary und entered by the ſame door, whom I followed 
without further reflection. We went up 
trary ſeyetal ſtairs, till we came to à room, where 
[ obferved ſeveral books lying upon the table, 
four Tat which fight my heart rejolced within me. 
„Il thought, this is certainly the place I am 
ſeeking, and could now clearly perceive, that 
it was the temptation of the enemy, that had 
made me almoſt turn back. I ſat down near 
the door, and thanked the Lok p for his aſſiſtance 
in overcoming the tempter, and beſought him, 
that in mercy he might let me taſte the power 
of his word, in the ſame meaſure us he had 
for, one aſt Sunday. The text was taken from 
ww Flv. 20, Many we Me hüfnenion "of The 
wa en, but 'the Lon uch bim Hit f 
nes, W bm ail. I was firuok with umazbmtent ut 
ich theſe words and the expliction thereof, und 
a © <ould not vomprehend how thy manifofd 
de, ſufferings could be known to the preacher, 
it as I never had revealed them to any body at 
iſe Hmſlertam. I conld make a particular appli- 
it cation to myſelf of all and every the fuffetings 
Y\ and divine deliveranees, mentioned in the 
ſermon, 
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ſermon. And as often as I heard of the * 
righteous, which had been juſtifyed, not by Haid 
| their own righteouſneſs, but by that of Jes call 
CnrIsT, fo often did I ſigh in my heart; 
„O] that I could be a partaker of thi 
« juſtification by IEsus CyrisT! This is 
* my deſire, LorD Jzsvs ! that thou mayeſt 
comfort me by thy Spirit, and call out to Yr, 
5 me: N ſon, 2 ſins are forgiven thee. 1 


AFTER the ſermon I intended to return home 
to my lodging; but I was detained by ſome 
friends, who entered into a long converſation 
with me, They were for the moſt part poor 
people; but their love and charity were 10 
great, that they willingly ſhared their morſel 
of bread with me. And I muſt. confeſs that 
from this very day I have never been in want 
of any thing. I returned therefore with a 
Joyful heart to my lodging, 


Thurſday 3 1. went to. the court 
of conſiſtory, and applied to the gentleman 
in waiting, Mr, de Run, who told me that 
I muſt 


1 
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J muſt wait a little, in which time I was 
h Jafdurbed by ſeveral thoughts. At laſt I was 
s Need in and aſked by the preſident, what 
was my petition? I delivered him my teſti- 
monials, and humbly requeſted him, to write 
ta the reverend miniſters at Veſel, and exactly 


inquire into the truth of my circumſtances, - 
They paid me fix guilders, and appointed me 
to call in a fortnight again. My heart was 
greatly comforted at parting with them, though 
I muſt own, that my wicked and proud heart 
wanted greatly to lift me up for the fake of the 
money I had received ; wherefore I was often 
bliged to call out: O Lorp Jesvs! 
« preſerve me mercifully, not to forget thee, 
« as formerly the 1/raelites did by the enjoyment . 
u of their temporal proſperity.” “ 


FiLLED with joy, I returned from the con- 
lſtory to the place of worſhip I had been 
t on Tueſday laſt, in hopes, that the ſame 
preacher would give the exhortation to the 
ongregation. But 1 Was deceived in my 
dapes: Another gentleman explained ſome 
r k articles 


hat 
uſt 
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articles in the catechiſm; ſo that T returned 
home with an empty heart. 


Ar, the expiration of the ſtipulated time, 
I returned to the court of conſiſtory, but I was 


deſired in a friendly manner, to call again at 


another time, which was repeated five times 
from the 11th of Sept, to the 23d of October, in 
which time I received twice 6 guilders towards 
my neceſſary ſubſiſtance. As I could. eaſily 


conceiye for what reaſon the reverend member 


of the conſiſtory could not come to a fixed 
reſolution, on my account, I made myſelf 
contented, and was glad, that the truth of my 
circumſtances ſhould, be exactly inquired into. 


Tux 23d of Oo, it was the laſt; time 1 
appeared before that court, when the preſident 
directed me to the reyerend Mr. van Eſſen, who 
was commiſſioned to inſtruct me. I returned 


him my moſt hearty thanks, and after I had 


left the court, one of the miniſters came after 


me, and ſhewed me, what way I was to go to 


the miniſter's kouſe, Which praduced a ſecret 
ſatisfaction 
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ſatisfaction in me, It is impoſſible to deſeribe 
the loving manner, in which the reverend 
Mr. van Eſſen received me, and how much 
this faithful ſhepherd proved himſelf a friend 


and father to me, Probably many a reader 
will rejoice here, when he repreſents to himſelf, 
how I am now at. laſt, after ſo many troubles, 

perſecutions and dangers of life, come to reſt and 
tranquillity, But, alas! my dearly beloved! 
when eyery difficulty ſeemeth to be overcome, and 
when we think that we may enjoy a comfortable 


eaſe and reſt, then it is often the moſt. dan- 


gerous time, and the moſt neceſſary to be on our 
guard. 


ConcERNING my inſtruction, I will but 
mention in a few words, that the reverend 
Mr, van Eſen did the beſt of his duty and, 
endeavours with me. He carefully paſſed thro. 
all the paſſages, of the, Old Te/ament, treating 
of the MgssLAH, as well as through all other 
points of divine truth, His inſtructions laſted, 
until the 29th of April 1767, when it pleaſed 
him to acquaint me, that it was time for me My 
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be baptized, but that he was firſt obliged to 
make a tour to Weſel, in company with the 
reverend Mr, ten Brinck, in order to ordain his 
ſon to the miniſtry, at that place, during which 
time I ſhould ſet down my confeſſion of faith 
On paper, and deliver it to him, at his return, 
Foy and Sorrow overcame my ſoul at this de- 
claration, Foy, that the time was now near at 
hand, in which I ſhould publickly confeſs the 
name of my SAvIOUR JESUS CHRIST, and 
be admitted a member of his church, and that 
the reverend Mr. van Eſſen could, by his going 
to Weſel, get a true and exact account of my 
former ſtate and conduct, which I conſidered 
as a particular direction of providence to my 
advantage. Sorrow, that I ſhould now be 
deprived of his faithful inſtructions. The 
enemy raiſed alſo many difficulties on account, 
of my ſetting down my confeſſion of faith 
in writing. Yet it pleaſed the Lozp to 
imprint on my anxious heart the words of 
St. Paul, Rom. x. 9 and 10. F thou fhalt 
confeſs with thy mouth the Loxp JIxsus, and 


ſhalt believe in thine heart, that Gop has raiſed 
him 
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bim from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Fqr with 
| the. heart, man believeth unto Righteauſn'ſs, and 
with the mouth confeſſion is made unto ſalvation. 

And the Loxp gave me grace, that I could 
(according to the words of the keeper of 


the priſon, Acts xvi. 30. Sirs, what muſt I de 


to be ſaved? —) draw up my confeſſion ' of 
faith, which alſo has appeared in print under 


this title; © The glorified JEHOVvAn, by the 
% knowledge of the true . Mess1as IESsus 
« CHRIST.“ Which little treatiſe I pray 
the Lonp Jxsus CHRIS Tr, to make a bleſſingg 


to many for the encreaſe of his kingdom. : 


War can I ſay now more at the con- 


cluſion? I am incapable to deſcribe the 


feeling of my heart, as I ſee myſelf for ſome 


time ſince, ſurrounded inwardly and outwardly 


with many afflitions, and foreſee, that many 
more afflictions and ſufferings are waiting for 


me. Yet I am comforted by this, that 
Jxsus the faithful SAvIouR, who has ſuffered 


for my ſake, will not lay greater burthens on 
I 2 my 


\ 
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„y Hondderr, In T -am ble v0 eur, and wil 


vt for fte *the *160Pk f his hund, nor lruve it 


nperyer in mr. Perhaps ! ſomething mere will 
Thottly happen: yet, nothing pl / ſeparate ne 
From the ue of Gov, which vis iin Jrsus 
Cantyr | vn IorD.® | 


But vo cher, O Leun I give mt dhoary 
"Pharths for ul thy merriet mi loving himantfs, 
vo bil thou *h4/t - ſo Frrely vandinundifervellly be- 
Wowed tion me, 4a + chrſe=deſerving former, in 
hat '#hou Thdft gui dad und inſtructad me in my 
blindnife, n wuyt and <ptahs ubich I 1104s 
ignorant of. To thee! O thou SEARCHER of 
Sheohatt ! it it "known, "that «1 brave deacon up 


this 
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* It is pity the author has left here the full 
deſcription of his baptifm _ unmentioned ; the 
reaſdn ef 4vHich müſt be, that hehas-piven- a fill 
+atcount thereof in his treatiſe, intitled, ö 
«glorified Jenovan,. Sc. Perhaps the Logp. may 
give me an opportunity of communicating ſome- 
"thing" were Bons N | 
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this account of my lift, for no other purpoſe, 
than the glory of thy name. What I am, 1 
am through thee and by thy grace, OI Gov! 
FROM THER, THROUGH THRE, AND OV 


THEE, ARR ALL THINGS | To thee be 
honour and. glory for cuer and cer. AMEN | 
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"FOSTTSCKITIL... 
lat f i 
REVEREND MR. BUROGMANN. 


Ir may perhaps not be diſagreeable to 

many readers, if J annex here a ſhort 
account of An Ixsrrrurꝝ founded at 
Halle in Saxony, for the good of the Jes 
and Mahometans, whereof mention has 
been made in the preceding narrative. 
This Ixsrrrurz took its riſe in the 
. year 1727, when a certain book in the 
Jewiſb German language, intitled, The 

Hole I's: "208 


— 
— 


* THis. is a language particular to the 
common claſs of Jews, only underſtood be- 
tween. themſelves, 
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Light in the Evening; was wrote by the 
pious Mr. John Muller, miniſter of Gotha, 
and publiſhed by the late doctor and 
profeſſor Calenberg, of the univerſity at 
Halle, by the help of a- charitable con- 
: tribution, to be diſtributed gratis amongſt 
the Jews, Several friends to the king- 
dom of CAI contributed larger ſums 
towards the propagation of the Goſpel 
amongſt the Jes, whereby the faid 
Dr. Callenberg was enabled to ſet up a 
printing-office for the YJewyb German 
Language : in which afterwards, not only 
the New Teſtament, but alſo ſeveral other 
uſeful books. of Chriſtian knowledge, were 
printed for the benefit and inſtruction 
of the Fews. In the year 1730, the 
faid Dr. Callenberg tried for the firſt 
time to ſend out ſome candidates of 
 Uvinity and of ſpiritual gifts and learning, 
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2 miſhonaries, not only to diſtribute che 
| difcourſe and converſe with them in love 
and charity; but al to make an exact 
enquiry into the prefent ſtate, of that 


people, in order © come to a; perfect 
the knowledge of Chair might be the 
better propagated amongſt them. The 
journals and travelling-accounts of theſe 
miſſionaries publithed from time to time, 


are evident proofs, that their labours 


have not been entirely unfruitful. and 
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meſfedtual ; though they often complain 


of many and great obſtacles in their 
of which the reproachful and 
ungodly life of moſt of the title and 
name of Chriſtians, and the want of 
proper ſupport and proviſion for the 
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the all · merciful Gop has bleſſed and 


continued this pious InsriTuTION, which 
38” ſolely carried on and ſupported by 
the charitable: gifts and donations of 
good Chriftians, to this very day, as a 
viſible and evident proof, how much 
Hs ſeeketh ſtill the ſalvation of Jfael.— 
After the deceaſe of the worthy Dr. 


Callenberg, which happened in 1760, 


the direction of this Insr1TuTION was 
committed to the reverend Mr. Stephan 
Schulz, arch-deacon of St. Ulrick at Halle, 
who before bad preached. 'the goſpel 
amongſt the Jews and Turks, for longer 
than twenty years, in which. he alſo was 
confirmed by his Pruſſian Majeſty's 


miniſtry. Under his inſpection not only 


ſome candidates of divinity are ſent even 


to this preſent time as miſſionaries to 


ſuch places and. countries, where Fews 


arc 
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are ſettled in numbers; but alſo mary. . 
endeavours are made towards propagating 
the goſpel amongſt the Mahbomerans and 
Chriſtians in the Eaſt. — Should we not | 
earneſtly” ſtir up one another, to be 
attentive to ſuch and the like works of 
the Loxp in our days? Should we not 
exhort one another, to lay the welfare 
of this poor people to our hearts, and 
advance it to the utmoſt of our power? 
Is not ſalvation come alſo for their ſake? 


doth it not even come from them? 


Are they not proper and worthy objects 
of our love and ſpiritual charity? Shall 

we not be like the prieſt and levite of 
the goſpel, who paſſed by the man fallen 
we ſee this poor people before us in 
their pitiful ſtate, and do not ſhew pity - 
on them? We 


have it indeed not 
all 
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_ alb alike! im our power, to give equal 
roots of our! compaſſion» and charity: ta 
ſume opportunity of ſhewing; it in ſome 
meaſore to them. What could not be 
effected by: thoſe, who have a free acceſs 


abundance and fuperfluity very conſi- 
extent of ſuch Iaſtitutiuns as that at Halle? 
_ Chrifians? Have d las faich Lacher, 
who were alſo Fems, behaved ſe bracherly 
to ns Cilag, why fhoukk we not ali 
in our tum aft bratherly with the Ferws? 
Lozp ! Thy ki comp! Grant, that 
in is thy ſpiaitnal houſe. Let all 
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kingdoms of the world be full of the 
knowledge of thee! And all nations on 
earth be brought to believe rightly in 
the Name of thy Son Jzsvs CHRIST. 
Amen. 
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